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INTRODUCTION

Cloghercor Wind Farm Limited, a joint venture company between @rsted and FuturEnergy
Ireland, intend to apply to An Bord Pleanala for planning permission to construct the proposed
Cloghercor Wind Farm in County Donegal. The proposed wind farm is located approximately 2
km south of Doochary in west County Donegal and will have an electrical output of between
95-136.8 MW.

The proposed Cloghercor Wind Farm, hereafter referred to as the proposed project, comprises
a wind farm of 19 no. wind turbines and all associated infrastructure including turbine
foundations, hardstanding areas, borrow pits, access tracks, an on-site electrical substation,
works to facilitate delivery of equipment to site, a grid connection and facilitating works on the
public road network and at private properties to accommodate the delivery of turbine
components (which includes a temporary turbine component transfer area). The proposed
development refers only to the elements for which planning permission is being sought as part
of this application, however this Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) accounts for
the overall proposed project.

The extent of the overall proposed project is shown in Figure 1-1 and incorporates an area of
approximately 2,198 hectares (ha), including 252 ha of Biodiversity Enhancement lands. The
proposed development, planning application site area, extends to an area of approximately 256
ha.
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The Applicant

The applicant for permission (Cloghercor Wind Farm Limited) is a joint venture company
between @rsted and FuturEnergy Ireland. Both @rsted and FuturEnergy Ireland are large
companies in the renewable energy market, who provide a significant proportion of the
renewable energy required to achieve the government targets thus far, with ambitions to grow
this contribution in the future.

@rsted develops, constructs, and operates offshore and onshore wind farms, solar farms, energy
storage facilities, and bioenergy plants, and provides energy products to its customers. In
Ireland, @rsted owns and operates a portfolio of onshore wind farms with a combined capacity
of more than 300 MW. Their ambition is to increase this by more than 600 MW in the coming
decade. FuturEnergy Ireland is a joint venture company owned on a 50:50 basis by Coillte and
ESB that is actively looking to drive Ireland’s transition to a low carbon economy. The company’s
ambition is to develop more than 1GW of renewable energy capacity by 2030 and make a
significant contribution to Ireland’s commitment to produce 80% of electricity from renewable
sources by the end of the decade.

Structure and Purpose of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required to ensure that projects that are likely to
have significant effects on the surrounding area and the environment are properly assessed.
Any significant impacts discovered in the assessment must be avoided or minimized where
possible. The findings and outcome of the EIA are presented as a report, known as an
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).

TOBIN Consulting Engineers has prepared the EIAR in accordance with relevant and specific
environmental legislation, guidance and advice notes. The report has been compiled in
consultation with statutory bodies, interested parties and the local community. Further details
on the consultation process are provided below.

This document is Volume 1 of the EIAR. It is a Non-Technical Summary (NTS), which gives a brief
description of the project and the assessment of the relevant environmental matters in non-
technical language. The additional Volumes contain information as described below:

Volume 2: The Main EIAR - Contains detailed information relating to the proposed
Cloghercor Wind Farm and the findings of the Environmental Impact Assessment.
Volume 2 also contains drawings, figures and maps.

Volume 3: Appendices: This Volume contains information and data that has been used
in the Environmental Impact Assessment and is referred to in Volume 2.

Volume 4: Photomontages: This Volume contains imagery that has been used as part of
the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment contained in Volume 2: The Main EIAR.

The purpose of this NTS is to provide a concise overview, in non-technical terms, of the issues,
impacts and mitigation measures highlighted by the EIA and presented in the main EIAR, Volume
2.
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The Need for the Proposed Project

In terms of setting out the need for the proposed Cloghercor Wind Farm, and renewable wind
energy in general, it is important to place this proposed project in an international, national, and
local policy context from the perspectives of environment, energy and planning.

Some of the key national policy targets and objectives are summarised here as are some brief
statistics and research on renewable energy use, which gives context to the current dependency
on imported fossil fuels in Ireland, and therefore which demonstrate the need for the proposed
project both in general and at this particular location.

From a National perspective, the Government’s Climate Action Plan(December 2023) is the key
document which provides a roadmap for Ireland to meet its European Union (EU) target to halve
our emissions by 2030 and reach net zero no later than 2050. The action plan maintains the
target from previous plans of 80% of electricity to be produced by renewable energy sources by
2030 with anindicative contribution of up to 9.0 Gigawatts (GW) (i.e. 9,000 MW) to be provided
from increased onshore wind capacity. In Ireland (as of May 2022), there is an installed wind
capacity of 4,333 MW! which leaves a gap of 4,667 MW of wind energy capacity to be installed
in order to meet the 2030 targets. In essence, a more than doubling of current wind capacity is
needed.

Energy security comprises many diverse factors, including import dependency, fuel diversity,
the capacity and integrity of the supply and distribution infrastructure, energy prices, physical
risks, supply disruptions and emergencies. According to information published by the SEAI in
20222, indigenous production accounted for 32% of Ireland’s energy requirements in 1990 and
only ever reached a peak of 34% since then. However, since the mid-1990s, import dependency
had grown significantly, accounting for ~ 80% of Ireland’s energy requirements in 2021.

This dependence on fuel imports makes Ireland highly susceptible to price fluctuations in the
international supply market and vulnerable to volatile international trade wars and political
decisions. This is very apparent in the current energy price situation. The Government White
Paper entitled /reland’s Transition to a Low Carbon Energy Future 2015-2030 sets out a
framework to guide Ireland’s energy policy development. The White Paper states “ Renewable
energy will also play a central role in the transition to low carbon energy. No single renewable
energy technology - existing or emerging - will alone enable Ireland to overcome the low carbon
challenge. Rather, a diverse range of technologies will be required along the supply chains for
electricity, heat and transport’. In this context, the addition of between 95-136.8 MW of
installed wind energy capacity from the proposed Cloghercor Wind Farm will improve our
security of supply and reduce our reliance on energy imports. In context of the current gap in
wind capacity required to meet the 2030 targets, the proposed project would contribute
between 2 and 2.9% of additional wind energy in support of meeting that target.

Carbon pricing also plays a role in establishing a need for the proposed project. The Government
has committed to progressively raise the carbon tax rate to reach EUR 100 per tonne of carbon
dioxide by 2030, while recycling revenue to prevent fuel poverty, finance climate-related
investment and ensure a just transition 3. The proposed project is expected to offset between
3,420,585 and 4,925,655 tonnes of carbon over its 35 year lifespan, depending on the type of
turbine chosen (see Air Quality and Climate section below for further context, and Chapter 14

1 https://windenergyireland.com/about-wind/the-basics/facts-stats (Accessed 18th January 2023)
https://www.seai.ie/publications/Energy-in-lreland-2022.pdf Energy in Ireland - 2022 Report.

3 https://www.oecd.org/climate-action/ipac/practices/a-credible-carbon-tax-trajectory-for-ireland-
a39128a3/ [Accessed on 23 Sept. 2022]
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of the EIAR). At an expected tax rate of 100 € per tonne of CO, by 2030, this would equate to
savings of between 293.8M and 445.5 M euro.

It should be noted that there is a considerable economic benefit to the development of wind
farms nationally and specifically at this location. Research has shown the sector can support job
growth during construction and through the operational stage on a local county level and
nationally. There are other potential financial costs and savings of the use of renewable
electricity for the end customer when compared to a fossil fuel use scenario.

The development of renewable energy is a natural step in the evolution of locally generated
electricity. Electricity generation has brought significant economic gain to many areas in Ireland
over the years. Ireland is now on a path of decarbonisation and the energy that we use is
changing from fossil fuels to renewables, such as wind. The potential to extract local, economic
and societal gains is a major benefit associated with the development of renewable energy
projects. All renewable projects that are developed over the coming years will attract a
significant community benefit fund for the local area which will bring significant opportunities
for local communities.

The proposed project has the potential to bring significant positive benefit to the local
community. The project will contribute annual rates to Donegal County Council and it will
provide opportunity for local community investment in the project in line with the Renewable
Energy Support Scheme (RESS) estimated at €500,000 per year for the first 15 years of the
project. A community benefit fund will be put in place for the lifetime of the project to provide
direct funding to those areas surrounding the project.

THE PROPOSED PROJECT
Background

In September 2022, it was confirmed that Ireland yet again missed its targets for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. Wind energy however provides a clean, sustainable solution to our
energy problems. It can be used as an alternative to fossil fuels in generating electricity, without
the direct emission of greenhouse gases. The proposed project will add to Ireland’s overall
renewable energy generating capacity and will contribute to national and international efforts
to reduce carbon emissions to the atmosphere. Ireland is currently one of the leading countries
in its use of wind energy and is in fifth place worldwide based on 2021 usage after Denmark,
Uruguay, Spain and Portugal®.

2050 European targets mean that Europe’s energy production will have to be almost carbon-
free by 2050 and while Ireland has come a long way in recent years to increase renewable
energy generation, the targets are ever increasing. It is this commitment on energy and climate
policy that justifies a clear need for renewable energy generationin Ireland and for the proposed
project.

Due to the scale of the proposal, the project is of strategic economic and social importance to
the Region and the State. The capital investment will represent a significant economic
contribution to the Region and the State as a whole. The project will assist in meeting national
renewable energy targets and will also result in significant reductions in carbon emissions from

4 https://www.ren21.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/GSR2022 Full Report.pdf [Accessed January
2023]



JB= ToBIN

Excellence in Engineering

electricity generation and reduce the reliance on imported fossil fuels and will assist in the
transition from the dependency on fossil fuels to energy generation from renewable sources.

There is a considerable economic benefit to the development of wind farms in job creation,
investment and energy production. In this particular case, approximately 96-139 jobs will be
supported during the construction phase and the institute of Sustainable Futures (2015)
estimates that the operational and maintenance job output for the Cloghercor Wind Farm
would be 0.3 jobs per MW of total installed capacity.

The Cloghercor Wind Farm site and the associated areas lies within the functional areas of
Donegal County Council and thus informed by the provisions of the Donegal County
Development Plan 2018-2024. It is the strategic aim of Donegal Council to:

“facilitate the development of a diverse energy portfolio by the sustainable harnessing
of the potential of renewable energy including ocean energy, bioenergy, solar, wind and
geothermal, along with the sustainable use of oil and gas, and other emerging energy
sources in accordance with National Energy policy and guidance. It is also an aim to
facilitate the appropriate development of associated infrastructure to enable the
harnessing of these energy resources and to promote and facilitate the development of
Donegal as a Centre of Excellence for Renewable Energy.”

Scoping and Consultation

As part of the EIA process, Cloghercor Wind Farm Limited and TOBIN Consulting Engineers met
with An Bord Pleanala, to discuss the scope of the application for planning permission. A
“Scoping Report” accompanied a consultation cover letter that was issued in June 2021 to
relevant statutory and non-statutory bodies and all comments from each of the bodies have
been taken into consideration in the design and assessment process.

Consultation was a continual and on-going process and all comments, observations or concerns
raised by consultees are addressed in the EIAR.

The Proposed Site

The proposed site is comprised of three main areas:

e The main wind farm site including the grid connection (hereinafter referred to as the
‘wind farm site’);

e Turbine Delivery Route; and

e Biodiversity Enhancement Lands.

The wind farm site (Figure 1-1) which extends to approximately 1,945 ha, of which
approximately 1,027 ha is owned by Coillte and the remaining area is third party property,
located 2.1 km south of Doochary in northwest County Donegal.

The wind farm site runs in a northeast-southwest direction and comprises a single, slightly
elongated land parcel. These lands lie between the R250 that runs from Glenties to Fintown and
the River Gweebarra estuary, located adjacent to the northwest boundary of the wind farm site.
The site lies between the settlements of Doochary, Lettermacaward and Glenties, which are
located approximately 2.1 km north, 850 m west and 3.5 km south of the site of the proposed
wind farm respectively.
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The land use/activities on the site of the proposed wind farm are primarily commercial forestry,
with some areas of open peatland that is extensively grazed. The surrounding landscape is a
mixture of peatland, forestry, and agricultural land (See Plate 1-1).

Plate 1-1: View to the South from Within Proposed Wind Farm Site

The turbines will be delivered along the existing road network from Killybegs Port in
southwest County Donegal to the proposed wind farm site, along the Turbine Delivery
Route.

Biodiversity Enhancement Lands will encompass approximately 252 ha of land adjacent to the
wind farm site, as shown in Figure 1-1 above.
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The Main Elements of the Proposed Project

A detailed description of the proposed project assessed in the EIAR is provided in Chapter 2
(Description of the Proposed Project), and is comprised of the main wind farm, the works
required along the turbine delivery route and the grid connection.

The proposed wind farm includes the wind turbines, internal access tracks, hard standings, the
permanent meteorological mast, recreational amenity trail and associated signage, onsite
substation, internal cabling, temporary construction compound, drainage infrastructure and all
associated works related to the construction of the wind farm.

The grid connection includes for the underground cabling between the proposed substation
and the existing overhead line, all of which are within the proposed wind farm site, with
almost no use of public roads apart from a single location where it perpendicularly crosses
the L6483.The turbines will be delivered along the existing road network from Killybegs Port
in southwest County Donegal to the proposed wind farm site, and the proposed works to
accommodate this delivery are considered as part of the EIAR.

The main elements of the proposed project are outlined below, with further detail provided in
Chapter 2 (Description of the Proposed Project) of the EIAR:

e Erection of 19 no. wind turbines with an overall blade tip height range from 185 m to
200 m, a rotor diameter range from 149 m to 164 m, a hub height range from 112 mto
125 m, and all associated foundations and hard-standing areas in respect of each
turbine;

e Construction of new site entrance with access onto the L6483 local road for the
construction phase (operational phase maintenance traffic only), and utilisation of a
permitted forest entrance (Pl. Ref. 1951040) to the L6483 as a second construction
phase site access point. A third site entrance on the L6483 will form the operational
phase public entrance to the wind farm;

e Improvements and temporary modifications to 5 no. locations adjacent to the public
road to facilitate delivery of abnormal loads and turbine delivery on the R262 and N56
in the townlands of Tullycumber, Drumard, Darney, Cashelreagh Glebe and
Aghayeevoge;

e Construction of an area of temporary hard standing to function as a blade transfer area
to facilitate turbine delivery on the R262 in the townland of Drumnacross;

e Widening of sections of the L6363 and L6483 within the road corridor (up to 4.5 m
running width) to facilitate delivery of abnormal loads/turbines in the townlands of
Cloghercor, Shallogan More, Derryloaghan and Straboy;

e Construction of 2 no. temporary construction compounds with associated temporary
site offices, parking areas and security fencing;

Installation of 1 no. permanent meteorological mast with a height of 100 m;
4 no. borrow pits;
Construction of new internal site access roads and upgrade of existing site roads, to
include passing bays and all associated drainage;
Construction of drainage and sediment control systems;
Construction of 1 no. permanent 110kV electrical substation including:
o 1no.EirGrid control building containing worker welfare facilities and equipment
store;
o 1 no. Independent Power Producer (IPP) control building containing HV switch
room, site offices, kitchen facilities, storeroom and toilet amenities.
o Allelectrical plant and infrastructure and grid ancillary services equipment;
o Parking;
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Lighting;

Security Fencing;

Wastewater holding tank;

Rainwater harvesting equipment;

o Allassociated infrastructure and services including site works and signage;

e All associated underground electrical and communications cabling connecting the wind
turbines to the proposed wind farm substation;

e All works associated with the connection of the proposed wind farm to the national
electricity grid, which will be via a loop-in 110 kV underground cable connection
(approximately 4.1 km cable length within trenches on approximately 3.36 km of
internal access roads) to the existing 110kV overhead line in the townland of
Cloghercor, Co. Donegal, with two new 16 m and 21 m high steel lattice end masts at
each interface;

e Removal of 13 no. existing wooden polesets and 1 no. steel lattice angle mast between
the 2 no. proposed new interface end masts;

2 no. watercourse (stream) crossings on the grid connection route;
All related site works and ancillary development including berms, landscaping, and soil
excavation;

e Forestry felling to facilitate construction and operation of the proposed development
and any onsite forestry replanting;

e Development of a permanent public car park with seating/picnic tables at the end of the
construction phase of the development at the location where the proposed grid
connection intersects the L6483;

e Permanent recreational facilities including marked walking trails along the site access
roads and paths, and associated recreation and amenity signage; and

e Approximately 252 ha of biodiversity enhancement lands located over 3 km from the
proposed wind turbines.

O O O O

A 10-year planning permission and 35-year operational life from the date of commissioning of
the entire wind farm is being sought. Given the recent advances in turbine technology, and the
anticipated lifespan of wind turbines, this is considered to be the optimal operational life for the
proposed project. The duration of this operational life allows the proposed turbines to be used
to generate clean renewable energy until they have reached the end of their life, rather than
being removed prematurely.

The application includes an onsite substation with an underground grid connection to the
existing overhead line in Cloghercor. Two new masts will be required in Cloghercor to allow
for the connection and thirteen existing wooden polesets, part of the existing overhead line,
will be removed and replaced with the underground cabling. The overall length of the grid
connection between the proposed substation and the existing overhead line is
approximately 3.36 km, of which all is off road and within the site of the proposed wind farm.

A recreational facility will be developed at the wind farm site as part of the proposed project,
which will provide a further benefit to the local community and the wider area. Walking trails,
of varying levels of difficultly are included within the plan for the site in addition to supporting
infrastructure to enhance the experience for users. These include a viewing area to enjoy the
Gweebarra vista, car parking, signage and seating areas.

An area of land currently extensively farmed will be managed through agreed land practices as
part of the proposed project, shown as the Biodiversity Enhancement Lands in Figure 1-1. This
will result in an improvement of those lands as suitable habitats for Red Grouse and Irish Hare.



L

QK@\:

SITE ENTRANCE

s
3

\
s

k 1|
» 4 | / n
P

25
(T

LEGEND:

PROPOSED WIND FARM SITE BOUNDARY  m—
AREA EXCLUDED FROM BOUNDARY vz |
ACCESS ROADS WITH PASSING BAYS ||

\231: B,
. E’“30 GRID CONNECTION ROUTE 1] ]]
TURBINE HARDSTAND
TURBINE LOCATIONS
TEMP. CONSTRUCTION COMPOUND
SUBSTATION LOCATION

—o—
[
-]
BORROW PIT LOCATIONS [ ]

MET MAST
LOCATION

AMENITY — 4 . : i 1% : - a7
ENTRANCE
i A A ™ i

O8I 1:50,000 Sheet No's: 1638, 1640, 1838, 1840

Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence number CYAL50311153. ©
[o] Survey of Ireland

e L TIA /O

A | 07.0322 INFORMATION ISSUE EB OF
i af~~ ":}0
SITE ENTEANCE A\ Rev Date Description By Chkd.
100
10 \
Client:

S;M — 120 CLOGHERCOR WIND FARM LTD
NS
QC Project:
CLOGHERCOR

& WIND FARM

4
i Title:
E SITE LAYOUT
@": #
=

e * | Scale @ A3: 1:25,000
k/ < \60":;——/_/" o ‘ o - Prepared by: Checked: Date:
Bl 470 OnaEn ‘f f‘"‘f E. Beggs O. Fitzpatrick ~ January 23
\%SQ'Q /; ! Project Director:  S. Tinnelly

Drawing Status: Information

TOBIN

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

e
N[

Block 10-4, Blanchardstown Corporate Park,
Dublin 15, Ireland.

tel: +353-(0)1-8030406
fax:+353-(0)1-8030409

e-mail: dublin@tobin.ie

www.tobin.ie

nnnnn

Revision:

o 55 %’S;% ir;ﬁ%
QIOBr. @ 7Y ' /t/ /y : » § T (T%ﬁkﬁ
NN iy
f‘\% i/ %ﬁ %% y) @ &4

P e

purpose.

e Figure 2.1 | A

N




'I‘@, TOBIN

Excellence in Engineering

Outline of Construction
Construction Schedule

Itis anticipated® that 96-139 persons will be employed during the peak construction period
and it is estimated that the construction phase will take approximately 24 months from
starting onsite to completion of commissioning of the turbines. Where practical, vegetation
clearance that is required during construction works will commence outside the breeding
birds season, which runs from the 15t of March to the 315t of August.

The hours of construction activity will be limited to avoid unsociable hours where possible.
Construction operations shall generally be restricted to between 7:00hrs and 19:00hrs
weekdays and between 7:00hrs and 14:00hrs on Saturdays.

However, to ensure that optimal use is made of good weather periods or at critical periods
within the programme (i.e. concrete pours) or to accommodate delivery of large turbine
components along public routes it could be necessary on occasion to work outside of these
hours. Any such out of hours working will be agreed in advance with Donegal County
Council.

A start date of January 2026 is anticipated for the construction phase, whichcan be broken
downinto 5no.main phases as follows (there will be overlap between these):
e 14 months - Civils (including site roads, hardstands, turbine foundations, forestry
felling, drainage);
6 months - Electrical grid connection/substation installation and commissioning;
12 months - Site electrical (installing between turbines and substation, pulling
cables);
4 months - Turbine deliveries and erection;
2 months - Commissioning.

Construction Methodologies

Chapter 2 of the EIAR details construction methodologies for the following elements of the
proposed project:
e Site Access Tracks and Drainage;
Temporary Compound, Material Storage Areas and Site Offices;
Turbine Hardstand, Foundations and Erection;
Turbine Delivery Route;
Permanent Meteorological Mast;
Recreation Facility and
Grid Connection.

The construction methodology associated with the grid connection for the proposed project
also considers the methods proposed for crossing of two watercourses.

Environmental Management during Construction

A CEMP has been drafted for the proposed project. The CEMP will be updated prior to
commencement of the construction works to address the requirements of any relevant planning
conditions, including any additional mitigation measures which are conditioned, and will be

> http://www.ewea.org/fileadmin/files/library/publications/reports/Wind_at_work.pdf

11
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submitted to Donegal County Council for written approval. The construction contractor will be
responsible for implementing the mitigation measures specified in the EIAR and CEMP and for
communicating the requirements with all staff on-site. Their implementation of the mitigation
measures will be overseen by the supervising Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW), ecologists,
archaeologists and/or geotechnical engineers, as appropriate.

CONSIDERATION OF REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES

The chapter within the EIAR that considers reasonable alternatives studied by the applicant
includes alternative design/ layout, technology and processes, in addition to the site selection
process. A ‘Do-Nothing’ scenario is also considered, that is an outline of what would happen to
the proposed wind farm site should the proposed project not be implemented.

Under the “Do-Nothing” scenario, the proposed project would not go ahead, the development
of wind turbines would not be pursued, and all lands associated with the proposed project would
remain in their current uses (primarily forestry). The prospect of creating sustainable energy
would be lost at this site. The nation’s ability to produce sustainable energy and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions to meet EU targets and targets set out in the Climate Action Plan
(2023) would be reduced.

The site selection process for the proposed project initially began in 2014, Coillte’s Renewable
Energy Development Team (later became FuturEnergy Ireland) undertook a detailed screening
process using a number of criteria and stages to assess the potential of a large number of
possible sites suitable to accommodate a wind energy development. During a further sieving of
the available sites, a number of sites, including the site at Cloghercor, were selected to take
forward for further consideration.

The site layout design stage considered the size, number and positioning of turbines and layout
of associated site infrastructure i.e. internal access tracks, temporary construction compounds,
met masts, substations, etc. Alternatives considered for each of these elements are documented
in the EIAR.

The siting and design of the proposed wind farm development has evolved through the
consideration of alternatives and allowing for stakeholder input into the process. Early review
of the design considered such aspects as landscape and visual effects, size of site footprint, noise
disturbance and shadow flicker potential.

A Turbine Delivery Route Assessment assessed different delivery route options from a number
of ports, with a review of the environmental effects of each undertaken as part of the EIAR. The
impact on the local roads network was assessed when determining the most suitable site access
to the proposed wind farm site.

The substation location and grid connection route was determined by the location of the
existing electrical infrastructure and the intention of keeping the majority of grid connection
works within the proposed wind farm site.

The construction methods for the proposed project are dependent on a number of factors
specific to the site and design, and have been considered in relation to ground conditions,
foundation installation and turbine erection. Site-specific information gathered through
intrusive site investigation and environmental surveys was taken into consideration when
reviewing alternative methodologies for construction. So, decisions on the construction
methods for groundwork and foundation installations, as well as the internal road and grid
connection, were informed and based on best practice.

12
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A study of the reasonable alternatives in terms of project design, technology, location, size and
scale has been undertaken and presented in the EIAR chapter. The options which are relevant
to the proposed project and its specific characteristics of a large scale wind farm in an upland
rural areaare documented. The overriding reason for selecting the chosen option is to maximise
the renewable energy production from the site while minimising the environmental impact.

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH

This chapter in the EIAR presents the potential effects on population, human health, socio-
economics, employment, tourism, land-use and health and safety.

A large portion of the proposed project is located on lands under the ownership and control of
Coillte. The proposed project also has a significant number of third-party private landowners
who have consented to the application and proposed project.

The land use activities on the proposed wind farm site are primarily commercial forestry, with
some areas of open peatland that is extensively grazed. The surrounding landscape is a mixture
of forestry, agricultural land and peat bog.

The main urban centres in the region are Donegal Town, located c. 22 km southeast and
Letterkenny Town, located c. 31 km northeast of the proposed wind farm site. The closest
residential receptor is located 925 m from the nearest proposed turbine location. A number of
community facilities and amenities are available in the locality, with Lettermacaward and
Glenties providing those nearest the proposed wind farm site. Lettermacaward village is home
to an active GAA club (Na Rossa GAA Club), a service station, shops, health centre, public
houses, accommodation, community hall and churches. The proposed wind farm site is located
mostly within a Gaeltacht (Ghaeltacht Dhiin na nGall).

A section of the Wild Atlantic Way route passes close to the proposed wind farm site, along the
N56, between Mulnamina More, crossing Gweebarra Bridge, through Lettermacaward and
Meenderry before continuing northwards towards Cloughwally.

Census results between 2011 and 2016 show a fall in population in Donegal of -1.2%. However,
during the 10-year period of 2006 to 2016, the population nationally increased by
approximately 12% and the population of County Donegal increased by approximately 8%,
while the population of the Electoral Districts within which the proposed project is located
decreased by approximately -3%.

Best practice construction methodology and measures to minimise impacts from excavation
works, and in terms of health and safety will be as described in Chapter 8 (Land, Soils and
Geology), will keep the development area to a minimum and reduce land use changes. The
project will employ all of the latest and relevant guidelines and legislation (See CEMP in
Appendix 2-2 of the EIAR for further details) in terms of health and safety both for works within
the wind farm site as well as for works outside the main wind farm such as those on the TDR.

Overall Effects

The proposed project will have a slight positive residual effect (after implementation of best
practise mitigation measures) on the local population through an influx of construction workers
in the short-term. This influx is likely to cause a slight increase in local population over a short
period of time resulting in a boost to the local economy through accommodation and spend in
local shops and restaurants. There will be a short term slight negative effect as a result of the
construction phase traffic and associated noise. In terms of land-use, the construction will
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involve long-term land use change primarily for the excavation of borrow pits and the
construction of infrastructure. The construction itself may have short term slight negative
effect on the forestry operations within the site.

The proposed project will provide clean energy from a renewable resource and help to achieve
targetsinnational energy and climate change policies. This is a direct positive long-term residual
effect for the country which will benefit the local population and communities.

The establishment of a Community Benefit Fund is considered to be a long-term positive effect
on the local community in general. This in turn would have a positive effect on the individuals
living in this community and have a positive effect on their individual psychological health
through the development of community led projects and maximising the level of local
involvement in terms of influencing how the funds are spent.

It is considered that the proposed project will have a long-term, slight, positive effect on the
tourism experience and numbers in the vicinity of the site given that the current amenity will be
enhanced by the project and additional marked trails will be available to the public.

Overall, it is considered likely that there will be a long-term, slight, positive effect on the local
population and human health as a result of the proposed project.

BIODIVERSITY

The biodiversity assessment included: desk reviews; habitat and vegetation surveys; mapping
of invasive species; surveys and assessments of the aquatic flora and fauna associated with the
streams and lakes within the wind farm site; a two-year bat survey; and surveys of other
protected fauna.

Designated Sites

The eastern corner of the wind farm site is part of the Meenmore West Natural Heritage Area,
while the Derkmore Wood Nature Reserve and proposed Natural Heritage Area is adjacent to
the western section of the wind farm site. There is no proposed wind farm infrastructure within
1 km of either of these sites and neither site will be affected by the wind farm development.

The potential impacts on Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas are
assessed in the Natura Impact Statement (NIS), submitted alongside the EIAR as part of the
overall planning application documentation.

Habitats and Vegetation

Most of the wind farm site is occupied by conifer plantations. Small patches and narrow strips of
open habitats occur along forest roads, rides, stream corridors and in small clearings. These are
mainly wet heath, with some areas of dense bracken and lowland blanket bog. More extensive
open areas of bog and heath habitat occur around the margins of the site, but these areas will
not be developed. No rare plant species were recorded in the wind farm site.

The wind farm development will remove around 28 ha of conifer plantation habitat, while
another 29-50 ha will be felled and kept open along the access roads and around the turbines.
Open habitats within forestry plantations generally have significant positive effects on the
overall biodiversity of the plantation. Therefore, while the loss of forestry habitat to hard
surfaces will have a minor negative impact, the overall net impact on the habitat value of the
forestry plantation is likely to be positive.
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The wind farm development will remove around 6 ha of wet heath and blanket bog habitat.
However, new wet heath and bog habitat is likely to develop in the areas that are felled along
the access roads and around the turbines. A Biodiversity Management Plan will be implemented
that will include the management and restoration of 3 ha of lowland blanket bog and 3.5 ha of
wet heath habitat in the wind farm site. A Golden Eagle Habitat Management Plan will also be
implemented that will include the management of around 170 ha of blanket bog and wet heath
habitat outside the proposed wind farm site, but within the proposed project boundary, the
Biodiversity Enhancement Lands (Figure 1-1). Therefore, the overall residual impacts on wet
heath and blanket bog habitat are likely to be positive.

Invasive Species

Rhododendron was widely distributed across the wind farm site but did not occur in large
stands. Two stands of Japanese Knotweed were recorded and a single stand of Montbretia. An
Invasive Species Management Plan has been prepared to prevent the construction work from
causing the introduction and / or spread of invasive species.

Aquatic Biodiversity

Three small lakes and four smaller ponds occur within the section of the wind farm site that will
be developed. The lakes were classified as acid oligotrophic lake habitat while the ponds were
classified as dystrophic lake habitat. These lakes and ponds are all at least 55 m from the nearest
points of the development footprint.

Several small streams drain the wind farm site to the Gweebarra Estuary. These streams do not
have suitable habitat for the Freshwater Pearl Mussel and have little value as habitat for
salmonid fish, lampreys, or eels.

The wind farm development will include construction of culverts and clear span bridges across
some of the streams. This will result in a permanent loss of bankside vegetation, but there will
be no permanent loss of aquatic habitat. The overall effect on aquatic habitats is assessed as a
permanent, slight negative impact at the county scale.

Surface water runoff from the wind farm development will drain to the streams that cross the
wind farm site, while two of the lakes (Loughs Aneane Beg and Aneane More) are within the
catchments of the nearby wind farm infrastructure. Therefore, these streams and lakes and
could potentially be affected by water quality impacts, particularly during the construction
phase. However, after implementation of the construction phase and operational phase
mitigation measures, the residual water quality impacts to these watercourses and lakes are
predicted to be very slight temporary and occasional.

Bats

Eight bat species were recorded within the development site: Soprano Pipistrelle, Common
Pipistrelle, Leisler’s Bat, Daubenton’s Bat, Nathusius’ Pipistrelle, Natterer’s Bat, Whiskered Bat
and Brown Long-eared Bat. However, the overall level of bat activity was low.

A set of buildings and surrounding mature trees, within the proposed wind farm area was
assessed as having medium suitability for roosting bats. However, no evidence of bats roosting
in these buildings was recorded. These buildings and trees will not be affected by the wind farm
development. No other bat roosts were recorded within the wind farm site, or in buildings
around the margins of the wind farm site.
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The wind farm development will potentially cause collision mortality to local bat populations.
The impact assessment concluded that, if no mitigation measures are implemented, there are
four high risk turbines: T3, T9, T15 and T19. The other turbines were classified as moderate or
low risk.

To reduce the collision risk to bat populations, buffer zones will be established around each
turbine within which all trees and other tall woody vegetation will be cleared. These buffer
zones will be maintained as bog/ heath type vegetation dominated by low-growing dwarf shrubs
and grasses. These buffer distances required range from 74.2 m for the Nordex N149 turbine to
99.3 m for the GE GE-164 turbine. However, at turbine T19, a buffer distance of at least 100 m
will be required, regardless of the turbine model, due to the high level of Leisler’s Bat activity
that was recorded at this location.

Further mitigation to reduce the collision risk will include: feathering of the blades to prevent
them from freewheeling during low wind conditions; and raising the cut-in speed (the minimum
wind speed at which the turbine starts to operate) to 5.5 m/s at the high-risk turbines.

A bat monitoring programme will be implemented, which will include surveillance of bat activity
and carcass searches. The monitoring will take place for the first three years of operation of the
wind farm and then be repeated at Year 10 and Year 20.

Other Fauna

There are recent records of the Marsh Fritillary butterfly from two locations around the edge of
the wind farm site. However, no potential Marsh Fritillary breeding habitat was found within the
section of the wind farm site that will be developed.

No Otters, or signs of Otter activity, were recorded along the streams, or around the lakes, in
the section of the wind farm site that will be developed. While it is likely that Otters from the
Gweebarra Estuary use watercourses and other habitats within the wind farm site at times, the
low productivity of the aquatic habitats in the wind farm site and the lack of significant fish
populations are likely to limit Otter usage of the site.

Badger signs or sightings were recorded at two locations in open bog / heath habitat around the
edges of the wind farm site during survey work for this project, and there are previous records
from the western part of the wind farm site. However, no Badger signs were found during the
protected species survey of areas around the proposed wind farm infrastructure.

Other protected species recorded within the wind farm site were Common Frog, Common
Lizard, Red Squirrel, Pine Marten, Irish Hare and Red Deer, while Hedgehog, Pygmy Shrew and
Irish Stoat are also likely to occur.

Red Squirrels are largely dependent on forest habitats. Therefore, the loss of conifer plantation
habitat is assessed as a permanent slight negative impact on the Red Squirrel population at the
county scale, while disturbance during the construction phase is assessed as a short-term
moderate negative impact at the county scale.

The other protected amphibian, reptile and mammal species are either only partially dependent
on forest habitats (e.g., Pine Marten and Red Deer) or associated with non-forest habitats (e.g.,
Common Lizard and Irish Hare). For the species, that are partially dependent on forest habitats,
the loss of forest habitat is likely to be compensated by development of a more diverse mixture
of forest and open space habitat. The impact on some of the non-forest species may be positive.
In particular, Common Lizard is likely to benefit from the net gain in wet heath and bog habitat.
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The creation of ponds as part of the Biodiversity Management Plan may result in a long-term
positive impact to the local Common Frog population. The implementation of the Golden Eagle
Habitat Management Planis likely to result in a long-term positive impact to the local Irish Hare
population.

ORNITHOLOGY

Scope of the Assessment

The ornithological assessment was based on bird surveys carried out between 2019 and 2022.
These included vantage point surveys to monitor flight activity over the wind farm site, and
surveys of moorland breeding birds, breeding Golden Eagles, breeding Red-throated Divers,
breeding gulls, breeding Merlin, and wintering waterbirds.

Theresults of the surveys were evaluated to identify Important Avian Features. These were bird
populations of conservation importance that could potentially be affected by the proposed
project.

The impact assessment included assessments of construction disturbance, habitat loss,
operational disturbance, displacement, barrier effects, collision risk and cumulative impacts.
Displacement refers to the avoidance of operational turbines by nesting, foraging, or roosting
birds, which results in birds being displaced from habitats that they would otherwise have
occupied. Barrier effects refers to the avoidance of operational turbines by commuting birds,
which results in longer flight paths as birds divert around the wind farm.

Species Recorded

A total of 24 raptor, waterbird and grouse species were recorded during the bird surveys,
excluding species that only occurred in the Gweebarra Estuary.

The wind farm site is within the home range of a pair of Golden Eagles, and has resident
populations of Sparrowhawk, Buzzard, and Kestrel. Merlin occur in the moorland habitat around
the wind farm site: there was no evidence of breeding within or close to the wind farm site, but
the area may be part of the home range of Merlin breeding some distance away from the wind
farm site. There were also occasional records of Red Kite, White-tailed Eagle, Hen Harrier,
Osprey and Peregrine.

The moorland habitat within and around the wind farm site supports a resident Red Grouse
population, as well as scattered breeding Snipe and a single breeding pair of Golden Plover.
Whooper Swans migrate across the wind farm site in spring and autumn. A single pair of
Common Gulls breed at one lake within the wind farm site. Lesser Black-backed Gulls, Herring
Gulls and Great Black-backed Gulls regularly commute across the wind farm site.

Red-throated Divers were not recorded in any of the lakes within, or around, the wind farm site,
or commuting across the wind farm site.

The evaluation of the bird survey results and additional information from desk reviews
identified 17 Important Avian Features: migrating Whooper Swans, resident Golden Eagles and
breeding Golden Plovers (international importance); breeding Merlin (county / international
importance); commuting Lesser Black-backed Gulls, Herring Gulls and Great Black-backed
Gulls during the breeding season, which were probably associated with one or more coastal
colonies (national / international importance); commuting Herring Gulls and Great Black-
backed Gulls during the non-breeding season; resident Red Grouse, and breeding Teal and Snipe
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(county importance); and resident Sparrowhawk, Buzzard and Kestrel and breeding Common
Gull (local importance).

Golden Eagle

One of the nesting sites that has been used by the local pair of Golden Eagles is adjacent to the
wind farm site. Construction and/or operational disturbance could cause nesting failure by the
local pair of Golden Eagles, if they attempt to occupy this nest site, or another site close to the
wind farm. This would be a very significant short-term negative impact. It is also possible that
the presence of turbines could cause the eagles to avoid nest sites close to the wind farm site,
although there does not appear to be any evidence regarding turbines causing displacement
impacts to nesting eagles. However, Golden Eagles use multiple nest sites and population
modelling indicated that intermittent nesting failures by the Cloghercor pair will not have
significant impacts on the Irish Golden Eagle population.

Annual monitoring of breeding Golden Eagles will be carried out. If nesting Golden Eagles are
found during the construction period, no construction work will take place within 1.5 km of the
nest site. If nesting Golden Eagles are found during the operational period, public access to any
recreational trails and access tracks within 1 km of the nest site will be closed and access to
these sections of the wind farm for operational purposes will be restricted as far as possible.

Avoidance of the turbines could cause displacement of eagles from up to 244 ha of potential
foraging habitat, although the likely displacement impact is much smaller. A Golden Eagle
habitat management plan will be implemented to mitigate for this potential displacement
impact. This will involve management of around 250 ha of mainly open lands, including around
170 ha of bog and heath habitats. The objective of the habitat management plan will be to
enhance populations of Red Grouse and Irish Hare, which are key prey resources for the Irish
Golden Eagle population. Successful implementation of the Golden Eagle habitat management
plan should offset the effects of any displacement impact to foraging Golden Eagles and may
result in a net positive impact on Golden Eagle prey resources within the home range of the
Cloghercor Golden Eagle pair.

The predicted collision risk for the Cloghercor Wind Farm would result in around 1-2 Golden
Eagle fatalities over the lifespan of the wind farm. Population modelling indicated that, with the
additional collision mortality, the Irish Golden Eagle population will continue to grow, but at a
lower rate. This would delay the Irish Golden Eagle population reaching favourable condition by
around two-five years under the worst-case collision risk scenario, or six-ten years under
precautionary doubling of that collision risk scenario. This is not considered to be a significant
impact. Evidence from Scotland indicates that the 99% avoidance rate used for Golden Eagle
collision risk modelling is likely to overestimate the collision risk, so the predicted impacts
described above probably overestimate the likely effects on the Irish Golden Eagle population.

Other Important Avian Features

The wind farm may cause locally significant displacement and/or disturbance impacts to the
breeding Common Gull population. It is also likely to cause moderate displacement and/or
disturbance impacts to the breeding Teal and Snipe populations of county importance.

All the other potential impacts to Important Avian Features were assessed as being slight, very
slight, imperceptible, or neutral. Some of the key reasons for these assessments were:

e Theproposed wind farminfrastructureisin alarge conifer plantation, while the resident
Red Grouse, breeding Golden Plover, and foraging Merlin are associated with open
moorland habitat.
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e Breeding Golden Plover often commute from their moorland breeding areas to feed in
more productive grasslands. However, no evidence of Golden Plover commuting across
the wind farm site was recorded. A worst-case scenario collision risk assessment showed
that, even if they did commute across the wind farm site, the collision risk would not be
significant.

e The level of flight activity by migrating Whooper Swans, commuting gulls and resident
Sparrowhawk, Buzzard and Kestrel were too low to generate significant collision risk
impacts.

Mitigation and Monitoring

The mitigation and monitoring will include annual Golden Eagle surveys and implementation of
a Golden Eagle habitat management plan (see above).

During the construction period, annual surveys of breeding Golden Plover and Merlin will also
be carried out. If new Golden Plover or Merlin nest sites are found close to the proposed wind
farm infrastructure, any construction work within 500 m of the nest sites will be suspended until
the breeding attempt has been completed.

Post-construction monitoring will include carcass searches to monitor collision mortality,
vantage point surveys to help interpret the results of the carcass searches, and various breeding
surveys to assess displacement impacts to breeding Golden Eagle, Golden Plover, Snipe and
Teal.

Overall Effects

The only significant residual effects that are predicted are the disturbance/displacement impact
to the locally important breeding Teal population.

The mitigation measures should prevent disturbance impacts causing nesting failures by the
local Golden Eagle pair, while implementation of the Golden Eagle Habitat Management Plan
may have a net positive effect on prey resources for this pair.

LAND, SOILS AND GEOLOGY

An assessment on Soils, Geology and Land has been carried out in accordance with the 2022
EPA Guidelines on the Information to be Contained in Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports with consideration of Peat Stability Risk Assessments undertaken for the proposed
project.

The available desktop information and the numerous geotechnical site investigations
undertaken on the proposed project site have been used to inform the baseline Soils, Geology
and Land conditions and to undertake the assessment of the impacts for the proposed project.

The topography of the wind farm site typically consists of gently sloping ground with steeper
slopes closer to the southern boundaries of the site. There is no current evidence of peat slides
on the site or surrounding area.

The site of the proposed wind farm is predominantly covered in actively managed coniferous
forestry plantations, rough grassland and bog. There is an extensive network of existing access
roads across the site to facilitate the ongoing forestry operations. Soils excavated will be reused
within the site for landscaping purposes and borrow pit reinstatement. There are no Irish
Geological Heritage sites inside the proposed project site boundary.
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Four locations within the proposed wind farm site will be used as borrow pits for extracting rock.
Based on the calculated volumes, the proposed borrow pits will provide the volume required for
access tracks and hardstand. Potential instability can arise from excavation works. The
proposed footprint of the infrastructure aims to avoid deeper pockets of peat deposits on the
wind farm site.

Construction phase activities of the proposed project will require earthworks resulting in the
removal of vegetation cover and excavation of mineral subsoil. Incorrect site management of
earthworks and excavations could, therefore, lead to loss of suspended solids to surface waters
as a consequence of soil stripping, if necessary, run-off and erosion from soil stockpiles.

The construction of the development has the potential (with no mitigation) to negatively affect
the soil and geology mainly due to the management and movements of soils and stone materials.
Mitigation measures are proposed to address potential effects on land soils and geology.

Mitigation Measures

The disturbance of soil, subsoil and bedrock is an unavoidable effect of the development, but
every effort will be made to ensure that the amount of earth materials excavated is kept to a
minimum in order to limit the effect on the geological aspects of the site. Excavation works will
be monitored by a suitably qualified and experienced geotechnical engineer or engineering
geologist. The earthworks will not be scheduled to be carried out during severe weather
conditions.

The findings of the Peat Stability Risk Assessments indicate a “low” hazard ranking for instability
related to the requirement for excavations on the site, subject to appropriate mitigation
measures.

Oil storage will be required, primarily in the substation, although remote use of fuel and oil will
be required from time to time. Fuel and oil storage and handling requirements will be as detailed
for construction, with permanent fuel and oil storage located within permanent covered bunds.

Overall Effects

Overall,itis not envisaged that there will be any significant cumulative effects inrelation to soils
and geology during construction. This is due to the efficient design along with the material
management such as using onsite borrow pits which will ensure optimisation of the volume of
materials required to be imported to site. The felling of forestry and the replanted forestry has
been assessed in terms of cumulative impact with the proposed project.

All other potential effects on the soil and geological environment will be mitigated through good
site practice on vehicular movements, management of pollutant fluids, sustainable use of soils
etc. Overall, the residual effects from these aspects will be not significant to imperceptible,
permanent and negative.

HYDROLOGY AND HYDROGEOLOGY
The proposed wind farm site stretches from the Gweebarra River which runs along the western

wind farm site boundary toward the mountainous area in the north, east and south of the site.
The areais moderately steep with areas of increase slope associated with granitic rock outcrops.

Cloghercor is located to the north-northeast of Glenties and the landscape is dominated by
Croghleheen Mountain along the north-western proposed wind farm site boundary;
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Garfarretmoyle (also known as Cloghercor South) and Gaffaretcor Mountains and Derkbeg Hill
along the south-eastern proposed wind farm site boundary; Cleengort Hill along the
southwestern proposed wind farm site boundary.

All of these waters are of moderate to steep gradient and higher flow rate, representing natural
watercourses typical eroding/upland rivers.

Potential Effects

The onsite lakes and rivers have limited potential for fisheries due to the low biological
production, fish barriers and lack of suitable aquatic habitats. A number of natural fish barriers
exist on the Cloghercor and Clogherachullion streams.

The construction of the wind farm will involve the removal of vegetation and forestry, the
excavation of mineral subsoil and rock primarily from proposed borrow pits. Exposed and
disturbed ground may increase the risk of erosion and subsequent sediment laden surface water
runoff. The release of suspended solids is primarily a consequence of the physical disturbance
of the ground during the construction phase, if not correctly compacted.

There is no record of pluvial flooding at the proposed wind farm site.
Mitigation Measures

Surface water arising at developed areas of the site will be managed by a dedicated stormwater
drainage system designed in accordance with Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) principles,
limiting discharge from the site to greenfield runoff rates.

During the construction phase, all works associated with the construction of the wind farm will
be undertaken in accordance with the guidance contained within CIRIA Document C741
‘Environmental Good Practice on Site’ (CIRIA, 2015).

Inspections of silt control measures are critical after prolonged or intense rainfall while
maintenance will ensure maximum effectiveness of the proposed measures. A programme of
inspection and maintenance will be designed, and dedicated construction personnel assigned to
manage this programme. A checklist of the inspection and maintenance control measures will
be developed, and records kept.

Overall Effects

The residual effects on the surrounding water quality, hydrology, hydrogeology and existing
drainage regime at the proposed wind farm site are considered to be not significant and mainly
short term in nature. The existing on-site drainage system will remain active during the
construction and operation of the proposed wind farm and will be complemented by the
drainage plan that has been designed for this development. Apart from the upgrade of existing
roads and stream crossings along the grid connection, the proposed wind farm areas are
generally away from areas on the site that have been determined to be hydrologically sensitive.
The large setback distance from sensitive hydrological features means they will not be impacted
on by excavations/ drains or any general construction works. There are no significant long-term
effects predicted.

In summary, the proposed project presents no significant long-term effect on water quality,
hydrology and hydrogeology, provided that the works are designed, constructed, maintained
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and decommissioned in accordance with the mitigation measures outlined in this chapter in the
EIAR.

SHADOW FLICKER

Wind turbines can cast long shadows when the sun is low in the sky. ‘Shadow flicker’ is an effect
that occurs when the rotating blades of a wind turbine cast a moving shadow over a building.
The effect is experienced indoors where a moving shadow passes over a window in a nearby
property and results in a rapid change or flicker in the incoming sunlight.

The current 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines state that, “Careful site selection,
design and planning, and good use of relevant software, can help avoid the possibility of shadow
flicker in the first instance. It is recommended that shadow flicker at neighbouring offices and
dwellings within 500 m should not exceed 30 hours per year or 30 minutes per day”.

The Guidelines also state that, “A¢ distances greater than 10 rotor diameters from a turbine, the
potential for shadow flicker is very low. Where shadow flicker could be a problem, developers
should provide calculations to quantify the effect and where appropriate take measures to
prevent or ameliorate the potential effect, such as by turning off a particular turbine at certain
times’.

The shadow flicker modelling approach presented in the assessment in the EIAR chapter is
consistent with these guidelines.

The maximum rotor diameter of the turbines in this proposed project will be 164 m, therefore
all sensitive receptors within 1.64 km of the proposed turbine locations (i.e. 10x rotor
diameters) have been included in the shadow flicker model. A total of 103 no. shadow flicker
receptors were identified and the property locations added to the model.

The modelling assessment undertaken is based on worst-case conditions, with the result that 39
no. shadow flicker receptors are predicted to experience daily shadow flicker in excess of the
2006 WEDGs threshold of 30 minutes per day. It is predicted that 38 no. receptors will
experience shadow flicker in excess of 30 hrs per year in the worst-case scenario. The actual
occurrence and incidence of shadow flicker over the course of a day and the year, when the
above realistic conditions are taken into account, is likely to be significantly less than the
predicted worst-case effects. When reduction factors for sunshine probability and wind
direction are taken into account in the model, there is 1 exceedance (at an unoccupied property
for which a commercial agreement is in place) of the current guideline threshold limit of 30 hrs
per year.

For the operational phase of the proposed project, the potential impact from shadow flicker in
the worst-case scenario (i.e. Without accounting for cloud cover, screening or wind direction,
etc. and without any mitigation measures in place) at a defined number of receptors will be likely
significant and periodic over the long-term and will have a brief effect with respect to the
duration of the impact on a daily basis.

In the interests of developing best practice, the Applicant is committed to minimising any
adverse effects from the proposed project on the local community and is committing to ensuring
zero shadow flicker at all of the sensitive shadow flicker receptors identified within 1.64 km (ten
rotor diameters) of the proposed wind turbine locations. This is subject to the technical
capabilities of turbine technology where a controlled and safe slow-down of blade rotation is
required in the event that shadow flicker on a receptor is predicted to occur.
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Mitigation measures in the form of a Turbine Shutdown Scheme will be implemented during
operation to ensure that shadow flicker does not occur at the affected properties. A process will
be established by the wind farm operator whereby local residents can highlight any concerns or
complaints about the operation of the scheme. All concerns raised will be investigated by the
wind farm operator and the turbine shutdown software adjusted accordingly, as required.

If there is found to be sufficient existing screening (from vegetation, buildings, etc. which are not
accounted for in the software) at a shadow flicker receptor, the Turbine Shutdown Scheme may
not be necessary for that receptor. On operation of the proposed project, the Applicant will
engage with any affected residents to investigate options for new or additional screening
measures (such as planting), where appropriate and agreeable to the affected residents.

The implementation of mitigation measures to screen shadow flicker effects from sensitive
receptors and/or implement wind turbine control measures in accordance with a defined
Turbine Shutdown Scheme will ensure that any residual shadow flicker impacts from the
proposed project will be eliminated at any shadow flicker receptors.

MATERIAL ASSETS

This chapter within the EIAR assesses the effect on telecommunication signals, broadcast
signals, and aviation arising from the proposed project, in addition to electricity and water
infrastructure, and waste services.

The nearest significant airport to the proposed project is Donegal Airport, located
approximately 18 kilometres north of the proposed wind farm site. Telecommunication
operators were consulted to understand extend of assets within the area of the proposed
project, and the design was reviewed and revised, as necessary, to minimise any potential for
impacting on telecommunications networks.

While there are some overhead electricity lines within the proposed wind farm site, there is
potential for underground electricity cables discovered during the proposed works, particularly
near public roads and houses or farmyards. A desk study did not identify any waste facilities,
illegal waste activities, chemical monitoring points or industrial Environment Protection Agency
licensed facilities within a 10 km radius of the wind farm site. The nearest waste facilities to the
proposed wind farm site are near Donegal Town and Letterkenny.

Overall Effects

The construction phase will have the potential to produce municipal waste (site office, canteen),
wastewater (site welfare facility) and construction waste (wood, packaging, metal, etc.) which
will need to be processed at local waste processing facilities. Segregation of waste will be carried
outonsite and alicensed commercial waste collector will be used to remove any waste that does
occur on site to a local waste processing facilities within Donegal. Overall, there will be an
imperceptible short-term negative effect on waste services.

With incorporation of certain lighting requirements as part of the design and the distance
between proposed turbine locations and existing telecommunication links, the proposed project
will have no residual effects on aviation telecommunication assets.

The operational phase is anticipated to have an extremely low rate of production of municipal
waste (compound office, canteen) and wastewater (site welfare facility) which will need to be
processed at local waste processing facilities, and result in a potential long-term imperceptible
neutral effect on local waste services.
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The decommissioning phase will have the potential to produce quantities of waste larger than
other phases (considering the removal of turbines, met mast and other structures), however
these are largely composed of metal and other recyclable materials which will be brought to
specialised facilities for processing/recycling such items. There will be a potential short-term
slight negative effect on local waste services.

NOISE AND VIBRATION

This chapter in the EIAR presents the assessment into the likely environmental noise and
vibration impacts of the proposed project.

The relevant guidance in respect of environmental noise for wind energy developments is ‘Wind
Energy Development Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2006’ (WEDG) with further detail on

the methodology in ‘A Good Practice Guide to the Application of ETSU-R-97 for the Assessment
and Rating of Wind Turbine Noise published by the Institute of Acoustics.

Establishment of the baseline noise environment in the area was done by way of simultaneous
wind measurements on the site and noise monitoring at eight locations over a number of weeks,
to capture noise levels over a representative set of wind speeds and directions at each location.
Typical background noise levels for day and night periods at various wind speeds have been
measured in accordance with best practice guidance contained in the IOA Good Practice Guide.
Prevailing noise levels are primarily attributable to local road traffic noise and other agricultural
and anthropogenic sources in the area. The results of the background noise survey have been
used to derive appropriate noise criteria for the development in line with the guidance
contained in the WEDG.

When considering a development of this nature, the potential noise and vibration effects on the
surroundings must be considered for two stages: the short-term construction phase and the
long-term operational phase.

Overall Effects

The assessment of construction noise and vibration and has been conducted in accordance with
best practice guidance. Subject to good working practice as recommended in the EIAR Chapter,
it is not expected that there will be any significant noise and vibration impacts associated with
the construction phase and the likely noise from construction activity at the nearest Noise
Sensitive Locations (NSLs) is expected to be well below recommended significance threshold
values. The associated construction noise and vibration impacts are not expected to cause any
significant effects.

The analysis also includes an assessment of a range of possible turbines, varying in sound
emissions and in dimensions. Based on detailed information on the site layout, the turbine noise
emissions and a set of turbine hub dimensions for the proposed project, two sets of predicted
turbine noise levels at over 500 NSLs have been assessed, representing the upper and lower
ends of the turbine range. Applying the mitigation measures specified in the EIAR, the predicted
turbine noise levels associated with the proposed project are predicted to be well within the
best practice noise criteria curves recommended within the WEDG.

No significant vibration effects are associated with the operation of the site.

In summary, the noise and vibration impact of the proposed project is not significant considering
national guidance for wind farm developments.
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT

This chapter describes the landscape context of the proposed project and assesses the likely
landscape and visual impacts of the scheme on the receiving environment. Although closely
linked, landscape and visual impacts are assessed separately.

Landscape Impact Assessment (LIA) relates to assessing effects of a development on the
landscape as a resource in its own right and is concerned with how the proposal will affect the
elements that make up the landscape, the aesthetic and perceptual aspects of the landscape and
its distinctive character. Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) relates to assessing effects of a
development on specific views and on the general visual amenity experienced by people.
Cumulative landscape and visual impact assessment is concerned with additional changes to the
landscape or visual amenity caused by the proposed project in conjunction with other
developments.

The proposed project is located in a complex landscape of rolling rugged upland terrain, winding
river valleys and distinctive coastal features. The proposed wind farm site is located along the
northwest-facing slopes of the Gweebarra River valley. The site and Gweebarra River are
contained to the south by a broad rolling ridge oriented in a general northeast by southwest
direction that comprises hilltops summits including Croaghleheen, Cloghercor South,
Gaffartemor and Derkbeg Hill. The site is contained to the southwest by Cleangort Hill. The
terrain north of the river rises from the valley context to a broad plateau that contains
Gannivegil Bog. Other notable landscape features within the central study area include
Finntown Valley and the broad Gweebarra Estuary.

Whilst much of the site itself is cloaked in extensive areas of commercial conifer forestry, the
surrounding landscape comprises a mix of mountain moorland, areas of farmland, broad peat
bogs and small settlements. The nearest settlements to the proposed wind farm site include the
small village of Doochary located along the Gweebarra River corridor some 2.1 km north of the
site and the dispersed settlement of Lettermacaward situated to the north of the Gweebarra
estuary and just over c. 850 m north of the site at its nearest point.

The principal transport route in relation to the proposed wind farm site is the N56 national
secondary route and passes just under c. 1 km to the northwest of the site and some ¢.3 km west
of the nearest turbine as it passes through the village of Lettermacaward. The nearest major
routes to the proposed wind farm site include the R250 and R252. The R250 is situated some c.
1.2 km south of the site and connects the settlements of Glenties and Fintown.

The study area also encompasses several linear amenity routes including the Wild Atlantic Way,
The Eurovelo Atlantic’s Coast Route, the Donegal Way - Sli na Rosann, a section of the Donegal
Cycle Route and the Bluestack Way National Waymark trail. A small section of Glenveagh
National Park is located on the north-eastern periphery of the study area, whilst numerous
coastal settlements which possess strong touristic values area also located in the study area and
its wider surrounds. Other noteworthy heritage features in the study area include Doon Fort,
Iniskeel island, Maghera Caves and Assaranaca Waterfall.

The Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2006/2019 draft revision) provide guidance on
wind farm siting and design criteria for a number of different landscapes types. The site of the
proposed wind farm site is consistent with both the ‘Mountain Moor/and’landscape type and
the ‘Transitional Marginal’landscape type and thus, the guidance for these landscape types is
considered most relevant.
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In terms of the current Donegal County Development Plan the proposed project is primarily
located within a ‘Moderate Scenic Amenity’ (MSA) designation, the lowest of three scenic
amenity designations within the county development plan. Nonetheless, some parts of the site
encompass an ‘Especially High Scenic Amenity’ (EHSA) designation and include areas of the site
adjacent tothe Gweebarra River and the most elevated eastern parts of the proposed wind farm
site.

The current Donegal CDP identifies a number of protected views throughout County Donegal.
The nearest and most relevant of these to the proposed wind farm are located along the
Gweebarra Bridge south of Lettermacaward. All other scenic designations within County
Donegal were assessed and those deemed relevant were included as viewpoints for assessment.

Overall Effects - Landscape

The greatest potential for landscape impacts to occur is as a result of the change in character of
the immediate area due to the introduction of tall structures with moving components. Whilst
wind turbines are a familiar feature throughout the landscape of Donegal, they are a relatively
unfamiliar feature within the central study area. Thus, whilst the proposed wind farm represents
a new form of development within the central study area, on a broader scale, it represents the
intensification of an established land use in this part of Donegal. The proposed turbines will be
a prominent and defining landscape feature within the local landscape. Nonetheless, in terms of
scale and function, the proposed wind farm is well assimilated within the context of the central
study area due to the broad scale of the landform, landscape elements and land use patterns.
Whilst there is some localised sense of the naturalistic in the immediate Gweedore River
environs, the plateau terrace that contains the site is cloaked in extensive commercial conifer
forest plantations, is traversed by corridors of overhead electricity lines and has a notable
utilitarian character despite its low population density.

Overall, it is not considered that the proposed wind farm will give rise to significant landscape
effects.

Overall Effects - Visual

The visual impacts of the proposed Clogher Wind Farm development were assessed across 29
different viewpoints where the sensitivity of each receptor varied widely from High-medium to
Medium-low.

The most notable visual impacts in relation to the proposed wind farm will occur within the
partially contained section of the Gweebarra River valley that extends northeast by southwest
from Lettermacaward to the small riverside settlement of Doochary. The highest assessed
visual impacts of ‘Substantial-moderate’ principally relate to views from the nearest local roads
to the site, in addition to direct cross-valley views from L1783 local road to the north of the
Gweebarrariver corridor.

Despite the broad scale and extent of the development, the proposed turbines do not appear
over-scaled in the context of this broad valley that comprises large-scale landscape features and
land uses. The proposed project will be one of the most distinctive features when viewed from
its near surrounds and when viewed from residential receptors on the south-facing slopes of the
river valley. However, when viewed from the opposite side of the river valley, the turbines
presentin alegible manner within extensive commercial conifer forestry and are not considered
an incongruous addition. Indeed, they occupy a broad forested plateau terrace that occurs
midway between the more sensitive river corridor and skyline ridge.

26



JB= ToBIN

Excellence in Engineering

In relation to scenic designations, the turbines are most often located in the opposite direction
to the protected views identified in the current Donegal CDP, many of which are oriented
towards the coastal parts of the study area. The only scenic view oriented in the direction of the
site within the central study area is the Gweebarra Bridge scenic view. Whilst the proposed
turbines will be clearly visible from the northeast aspect of this scenic view, the view to the
west/southwest will remain unaffected by the proposed project and this is considered the more
scenic aspect of this dual aspect scenic view.

The general visual enclosure of the site is highlighted by the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV)
map for the proposed project, which shows that more than half of the study area will afford no
turbine visibility at all. It is also discrete from the coastal areas of Donegal, which are renowned
for their high degree of scenic amenity. This degree of enclosure within the Gweebara Valley
also contributes to the limited cumulative effect of the proposed project which is located more
than 5km from the nearest other wind farm. Consequently, the contribution of the proposed
project to cumulative effects is deemed to be ‘Low’.

AIR QUALITY AND CLIMATE

This chapter assesses the effect on air quality and climate for the region surrounding the
proposed project.

Climate

As atmospheric levels of CO, are widely recognised as being one of the primary causes of
climate change, the impact assessment below is based on the potential impacts that the
proposed project would have in relation to changes in emissions of COx,

The carbon emitted or saved as a result of the proposed project is hugely significant in order to
assess itsimpact on climate. The carbon calculation takes into account the carbon released from
a number of sources during the construction, operational and decommissioning stages in
addition to estimating the savings of carbon over the lifetime of the wind farm, compared to the
current fossil fuel methods of electricity generation which power the grid. The assessments in
the carbon savings category relate to the generating capacity of the wind farm over the number
of years for which it is operational, forestry felling, improvement works at the site (i.e. peatland
improvement, habitat creation, etc.) and the restoration of the site (i.e. removal of infrastructure
and restoration of previous conditions) when the wind farm will be decommissioned.

Air Quality

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the competent authority responsible for the
implementation of all Irish and EU ambient air quality legislation. The main air pollutants
monitored by the EPA are ozone, carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide and oxides, sulphur
dioxide, particulate matter (PM1oand PM25), benzene, lead, Poly Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH),
Arsenic, Nickel, Cadmium and Mercury®. Apart from ozone, all of these pollutants result from
the burning of fossil fuels, either from transport, domestic heating, electricity generating
stations or industry. High ozone levels are formed from the reaction of two key pollutants,
nitrogen oxides (NOy) and volatile organic compounds (VOCs), in the presence of sunlight.

6 http://www.epa.ie/air/quality/monitor/
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The proposed Cloghercor Wind Farm site is situated within the EPA’s ‘Rural West' Air Quality
Index for Health Region. The most recent reporting by the EPA indicates that the current air
quality in this region is classified as Good (according to EPA records accessed on 17/08/22).

Although no data is available relating to air quality in the immediate vicinity of the study area, it
is expected that the air quality at the proposed Cloghercor Wind Farm site can be represented
by sites classed as Zone D (rural environment) as the data presented is the most recent data
available and provides a reference of the air quality in a rural setting in relative proximity to the
site.

Overall Effects
Climate

The proposed construction works will have a short-term imperceptible negative effect on
climate due to greenhouse gas emissions from construction traffic. The avoided emissions,
resulting from the operation of the wind farm will have a moderate, long-term, positive effect on
climate.

When the forestry replanting (and the associated balance of carbon) is accounted for, over the
35-year life of the wind farm it is anticipated that between 3,420,585 and 4,925,655 tonnes will
be offset in the production of electricity (dependent on whether the minimum or maximum
MWs are installed within the range). The project will have a positive long-term impact on climate
and air quality, with a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by utilisation of the least cost
renewable energy technology.

Air Quality

There is anticipated to be a very localised potential slight, short-term, negative effect on air
quality through dust generation and exhaust emissions during the construction stage, following
the application of mitigation measures outlined above and in the CEMP.

In the context of an operational lifetime of 35 years, emissions of a number of pollutants
associated with burning fossil fuels including nitrous oxides (NOy), sulphurous oxides (SOx),
particulate matter (PM) and secondary pollutants, such as ozone, will be avoided at energy
production facilities elsewhere in the country through the generation of renewable energy. The
avoided emissions, therefore, result in a potential slight long-term, positive effect on air quality
at those locations.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

The cultural heritage chapter of the EIAR identifies previously recorded archaeological and
architectural sites within and near to the wind farm site, along the proposed route of the grid
connection cable and at locations of turbine delivery route works and all associated works. This
background desk-top information is considered in relation to the proposed project design and
informed the methodology and targets of ground surveys of the wind farm and associated works
which were carried out in April 2021 and October 2022. This chapter addresses Cultural
Heritage under two headings: archaeology and architectural/built heritage.

The evaluation of impacts upon the archaeological, architectural, and cultural heritage resource
is based on a desktop study of published and unpublished documentary and cartographic
sources, followed by field survey. Considering the legislative protection afforded to the cultural
heritage resource this report evaluates the archaeological, architectural, cultural, and historical
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importance of the subject area and examines the potential impacts of the proposed project on
both the local archaeological monuments and cultural heritage sites. The results of the study
take into account the potential direct and indirect impact of the proposed project on cultural
heritage.

The chapter concludes that there is low potential for previously unrecorded archaeology to be
present in areas of planted forest where there has been previous ground disturbance from
mechanical ripping, planting, and harvesting, as well as previously established tracks. Prior
disturbance of topsoil and subsoil on previously planted and harvested forest was observed
across much of the proposed wind farm.

The proposed works will not directly impact on any recorded archaeological monuments. There
is one recorded archaeological monument within the study area - a megalithic structure
(DG058-005), located in the northwest of the area; another four recorded monuments are
within 3 km - two holy wells, a bullaun stone and a mound. There are notable concentrations of
archaeological sites along the Turbine Delivery Route, particularly at Inver, Frosses and
Dunkineely. These sites will not be directly impacted.

Although only one archaeological site has been recorded within the study area, there remains
the possibility of previously unrecorded sites being present. There has been little archaeological
investigation of this area: apart from surveys of known monuments, no archaeological fieldwork
has been documented in the study area or its immediate surroundings. The potential for direct
impacts on previously unrecorded archaeological material at this location was assessed as low.

The proposed project will not directly physically impact any upstanding architectural features.
There are few recorded sites of architectural significance in the vicinity. There are no listed
architectural heritage sites in the subject area or its immediate surroundings. There are notable
concentrations of architectural sites along the Turbine Delivery Route particularly at Inver,
Frosses and Dunkineely. These sites will not be directly impacted.

Just north of Frosses village in Meenacahan townland roadside modifications will be carried out
in the immediate vicinity of a named bridge (Sir Alberts Bridge) which is recorded on the
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH number 40909326). Further north in
Tullynaglaggan townland there is a multi-arched bridge recorded on the NIAH (NIAH number
40909325). Road modification works will be carried out immediately to the south of this bridge.
There will be no direct impact on these two bridges.

There are no predicted impacts on previously unrecorded features of architectural heritage
importance. Within the study area there is a small number of historical features identified from
historical maps which include dwellings and small farmsteads. There will be no direct impact on
these features.

In the wider surroundings, there are another 74 recorded monuments within 10 km of the study
area. These sites include megalithic tombs, early medieval settlement remains such as raths and
souterrains and medieval ritual sites such as holy wells and bullaun stones. There are no
National Monuments within 10 km of the area - the closest is the medieval ecclesiastical
complex at Inishkeel Island (NM658, DG064-003). There will be a slight adverse impact on the
setting of these sites. The Turbine Delivery Route works will not impact on the setting of any
recorded archaeological sites.

Within 3 km of the study area there are four structures on Donegal County Council’s Record of
Protected Structures: Doocharry Bridge (RPS 40905802), St Bridget's Church in
Lettermacaward (RPS 40906501), Lettermacaward Parish Church (RPS 40906502) and Glebe
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House (RPS 40906503). The study area does not cross any Architectural Conservation Areas or
demesnes or historic gardens. There will be a slight adverse impact on these sites.

Archaeological monitoring and presence of a suitably qualified cultural heritage consultant
during aspects of construction are recommended as mitigation of the above described effects.

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT

This chapter assesses the potential impact of the proposed project on the surrounding road
network and its capacity. Regional access to the site areais typically via national roads (e.g., N59)
with local access into the proposed site from the following local roads, R262, R250 and L6483.

For the different stages of the project (construction, operation and decommissioning), access to
the site will be via different routes to reduce the impact on the existing environment. All
construction traffic to the wind farm site will arrive via the R250, with the most prevalent use of
the national road network to be the N59. The majority of materials delivered to site will be
delivered using maximum length articulated lorries or smaller vehicles. The operational access
will be via the L6483. The traffic management of the decommissioning phase will be advised by
the road conditions at the time of decommissioning.

A Stage 1 Road Safety Audit (RSA) has been undertaken on the 3 no. accesses on the L6483,
and the resulting recommendations have been incorporated into the scheme design.

The construction activity with the largest impact on the traffic volumes is the pouring of the
turbine foundations and the second largest is the haul of material to the site for the internal
access track construction. A number of haul routes were identified based on proximity to site
and suitable road infrastructure. Mitigation measures on the haul route include selection of
viable route with the lowest impact on the road network, avoidance where possible of sensitive
receptors and urban setting, and to mitigate traffic on the national road network, a number of
possible routes have been investigated as possible sources of material for delivery.

The proposed Turbine Delivery Route (TDR) was investigated and assessed, with sections along
the route identified for advanced works to facilitate delivery of the turbine components.

The potential impact of the proposed wind farm construction traffic on the existing road
will have a likely temporary/ short-term slight negative effect. The largest impact is as
expected on the L6483, which is due to the existing extremely low traffic flows and lower
Heavy Goods Vehicle content. All the traffic to the proposed wind farm site during
construction will travel on this road, either from the east or west. In the peak scenarios (i.e.
concrete pours for turbine foundations), the traffic flows will increase significantly, with a
predicted likely significant adverse brief effect. A Traffic Management Plan will be
implemented to manage impacts to the road network during construction.

The grid connection includes for the underground cabling between the proposed substation
and the existing overhead line, all of which are within the site of the proposed wind farm
site, with almost no use of public roads apart from a single location where it perpendicularly
crosses the L6483.

The operational stage of the proposed project will result in low traffic volumes for operation and
maintenance works at the wind farm. A benefit of the wind farm when constructed is its use as
a recreational amenity (for walking). Traffic information from similar sites indicates that the
recreation amenity will result in an increase of 11 movements to the development per day. Due
to the low volume of traffic, no mitigation measures were applied to the operational stage
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impacts. Overall, the operational stage trafficimpact is likely to have a slight negative long-term
effect on the road network in the vicinity of the wind farm.

When the proposed project is decommissioned, a decommissioning plan will be prepared and
implemented in order to minimise the residual effects during this stage. The decommissioning
phase will employ similar mitigation measures as the construction phase. When the turbine
blades are decommissioned, they are cut to a more manageable size reducing the overallimpact
during removal from site. As the expected volumes of traffic will be primarily associated with
the transportation off-site of turbine components and materials only, the residual effect is
considered to be slight and temporary.

INTERACTIONS OF THE FOREGOING

The potential effects of the proposed project and the measures proposed to mitigate these
effects have been outlined in the EIAR. However, in any development with the potential for
environmental effect there is also the potential for interaction between effects of the different
environmental aspects.

Theresult of these interactions may either exacerbate the magnitude of the effect or may in fact
ameliorate it. As part of the requirements of an EIAR, the interaction of the effects on the
surrounding environment needs to be addressed.

The table below outlines the different environmental aspects which have potential to interact
as a result of the proposed project. Interactions have been clearly identified in the early stages
of the project and where the potential exists for interaction between environmental impacts,
the EIAR specialists have taken the interactions into account when making their assessment.
Potential interactions (both positive and negative) have been considered for the construction,
operation and decommissioning phases of each of the different environmental aspects.

All environmental factors are interrelated to some extent. However, the most common
interactions are between human beings and visual perception, noise, air quality and ecological
resources. Having studied the interaction of potential impacts during the construction,
operational and decommissioning phases it has been determined that no amplification effect is
anticipated. The proposed project will have some positive impacts on an international, national,
regional and local level. It is important to note that the physical, environmental and landscape
and visual impacts are almost entirely reversible upon decommissioning of the development.
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Ta sé i gceist ag Cloghercor Wind Farm Limited, comhfhiontar idir @rsted agus FuturEnergy
Ireland, iarratas a dhéanamh chuig an mBord Pleanala ar chead pleanala chun Feirm Gaoithe an
Chlochair Choirr a thégail i gContae Dhin na nGall. T4 an fheirm ghaoithe ata beartaithe suite
thart ar 2 km 6 dheas 6 Dhdcha in iartharChontae Dhin na nGall, agus beidh aschur leictreach
idir 95-136.8 MW.

Is éard atd i gceist le Feirme Gaoithe an Chlochair Choirr, dad ngairtear an tionscadal ata
beartaithe anseo feasta, feirm ghaoithe de 19 uimh. tuirbini gaoithe agus gach bonneagar
gaolmhar lena n-airitear fonduireachtai tuirbin, limistéir chrua, claiseanna a fhail ar iasacht,
rianta rochtana, fostaisitin leictreach ar an lathair, oibreacha chun seachadadh trealaimh chuig
an lathair a éascu, nasc greille agus oibreacha a éascu ar an ngréasan boithre poibli agus ag
maoine priobhaideacha chun freastal ar sheachadadh comhphairteanna tuirbin (lena n-airitear
limistéar aistrithe chomhphairt tuirbin sealadach). Ni bhaineann an fhorbairt bheartaithe ach
leis na gnéithe a bhfuil cead pleanala 4 lorg ina leith mar chuid den iarratas seo, ach is ionann an
Tuarascéil ar Mheasuna Tionchair Timpeallachta (EIAR) agus an tionscadal foriomlan ata
beartaithe.

Léiritear fairsinge an tionscadail iomlain ata beartaithe i bhFior 1-1 agus cuimsionn sé achar de
thart ar 2,198 heictear (ha), lena n-airitear 252 ha de thailte Feabhsaithe Bithéagsulachta.
Sineann an fhorbairt bheartaithe, limistéar laithreain iarratais pleanala, go ceantar thart ar
256 ha.
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An tlarratasoir

Is comhfhiontar é an t-iarratasoéir ar chead (Cloghercor Wind Farm Limited) idir @rsted agus
FuturEnergy Ireland. Is cuideachtai méra iad @rsted agus FuturEnergy Ireland araon sa
mhargadh fuinnimh in-athnuaite, a sholathraionn sciar suntasach den fhuinneamh in-athnuaite
a theastaionn chun spriocanna an rialtais a bhaint amach go dti seo, le huaillmhianta an méid sin
amhéadu amach anseo.

Forbraionn @rsted, tdégann, agus oibrionn feirmeacha gaoithe amach é6n gcésta agus ar tir,
feirmeacha gréine, diseanna stérala fuinnimh, agus gléasrai bithfhuinnimh, agus solathraionn sé
tairgi fuinnimh da chustaiméiri. In Eirinn, is le @rsailte punann d’fheirmeacha gaoithe ar tir ag a
bhfuil comhacmhainn nios mé na 300 MW. Is é an uaillmhian at4 acu an méid sin a mhéadu nios
mo na 600 MW sna deich mbliana amach romhainn. Is comhfhiontar é FuturEnergy Ireland ata
faoi Ginéireacht 50:50 ag Coillte agus ag ESB ata ag iarraidh aistrit na hEireann chuig geilleagar
isealcharbdin a bhru chun cinn. Is é uaillmhian an chomhlachta nios mé nad 1GW d’acmhainn
fuinnimh in-athnuaite a fhorbairt faoi 2030 agus cur go mor le tiomantas na hEireann 80 % den
leictreachas a thairgeadh 6 thoinsi in-athnuaite faoi dheireadh na ndeich mbliana.

Struchtir agus Cuspéir na Tuarascala um MeasUnu Tionchair
Timpeallachta

Ta ga le Measunu Tionchair Timpeallachta (MTC) lena chinntit go ndéanfar measunu cui ar
thionscadail ar décha go mbeidh tionchar suntasach acu ar an gceantar maguaird agus ar an
gcomhshaol. Ni mér aon tionchar suntasach a aimsiodh sa mheastint a sheachaint né aioslaghdu
mas féidir. Cuirtear torthai agus toradh an MTC i lathair mar thuarascail, ar a dtugtar Tuarascail
ar an Measunu ar an Tionchar ar an gComhshaol (EIAR).

D’ullmhaigh Tobin Consulting Engineers an EIAR de réir na reachtaiochta, na treorach agus na
noétai comhairle dbhartha agus sonracha a bhaineann leis an gcomhshaol. Cuireadh an tuarascail
i dtoll a chéile i gcomhairle le comhlachtai reachtula, le pairtithe leasmhara agus leis an bpobal
aitiuil. T4 tuilleadh sonrai faoin bpréiseas comhairlitichdin ar fail thios.

Is é Imleabhar 1 den EIAR an doiciméad seo. Is Achoimre Neamhtheicnitil (NTS) é a thugann cur
sios gairid ar an tionscadal agus ar an measunu ar na cursai comhshaoil dbhartha i dteanga
neamhtheicnidil. T4 faisnéis sna himleabhair bhreise mar a thuairiscitear thios:

Imleabhar 2: An Priomh-EIAR — T4 faisnéis mhionsonraithe ann a bhaineann leis an
bhFeirm Ghoirte Chlochair Chorr atd beartaithe agus le torthai an Mheasunaithe
Tionchair Timpeallachta. T4 liniochtai, figitiri agus léarscaileanna in Imleabhar 2 freisin.

Imleabhar 3: Aguisini: T4 eolas agus sonrai san Imleabhar seo a Usdideadh sa Mheasunu
Tionchair Timpeallachta agus da dtagraitear in Imleabhar 2.

Imleabhar 4: Fotamontaisi: San Imleabhar seo ta iomhanna a Usdideadh mar chuid den
Mheasunu Tirdhreacha agus Tionchair Amhairc atd in Imleabhar 2: An Priomh-EIAR.

Is é is cuspoir don NTS seo forléargas achomair a thabhairt, i dtéarmai neamhtheicniula, ar na

saincheisteanna, ar na tionchair agus ar na bearta maolaithe a léirigh an MTC agus a chuirtear i
lathair i bpriomh-EIAR, Imleabhar 2.
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An riachtanas is ga don Tionscadal ata beartaithe

Maidir leis an ngd atad le Feirm Gaoithe an Chlochair Choirr, agus le fuinneamh gaoithe in-
athnuaite i gcoitinne, a leagan amach, ta sé tabhachtach an tionscadal beartaithe seo a chur i
gcomhthéacs beartais idirnaisiinta, naisitinta agus aitidil 6 thaobh an chomhshaoil, an
fhuinnimh agus na pleanala de.

Déantar achoimre ar chuid de na priomhspriocanna agus de na priomhchuspdiri beartais
naisiinta anseo mar aon le roinnt staitistici gairide agus taighde maidir le husaid fuinnimh in-
athnuaite, lena dtugtar comhthéacs don spledchas reatha ar bhreoslai iontaise allmhairithe in
Eirinn, agus da bhri sin a léirionn an ga ata leis an tionscadal at4 beartaithe go ginearalta agus ag
an suiomh airithe seo.

O thaobh an naisitin de, is € Plean an Rialtais um Ghniomhd ar son na hAerdide (Nollaig 2023)
an priomhdhoiciméad ina gcuirtear treochlar ar fail d’Eirinn chun sprioc an Aontais Eorpaigh
(AE) a bhaint amach chun ar n-astaiochtai a laghdu faoina leath faoi 2030 agus glan-nialais a
bhaint amach trath nach déanai n4 2050. Coinnitear sa phlean gniomhaiochta an sprioc 6
phleananna roimhe seo 80 % den leictreachas a bheidh le tairgeadh ag foinsi in-athnuaite
fuinnimh faoi 2030 le rannchuidit tascach suas le 9.0 Gigawatts (GW) (i.e. 9.000 MW) a bheidh
le solathar 6 acmhainneacht mhéadaithe gaoithe ar tir. In Eirinn (6 mhi na Bealtaine 2022), t4
toilleadh gaoithe suitedilte 4.333 MW? a fhagann bearna 4.667 MW de thoilleadh fuinnimh
gaoithe le suiteail chun spriocanna 2030 a bhaint amach. Go bunusach, ta ga le nios mé na dubailt
na hacmhainne gaoithe reatha.

Ta go leor fachtoiri éagsula i gceist le slandail fuinnimh, lena n-airitear spledchas ar allmhairi,
éagsullacht breosla, acmhainneacht agus sladine an bhonneagair solathair agus daileachdin,
praghsanna fuinnimh, rioscai fisicitla, suaitheadh solathair agus éigeandalai. De réir faisnéise a
d’fhoilsigh SEAI in 20222, b’ionann tairgeadh duchasach agus 32 % de riachtanais fuinnimh na
hEireann in 1990 agus nior shroich si ach buaic 34 % 6 shin. O lar na 1990id:i i leith, 4fach, bhi
méadu suntasach tagtha ar an spledchas ar allmhairi, rud is clis le ~ 80 % de riachtanais fuinnimh
na hEireann in 2021.

Fagann an spleachas seo ar allmhairi breosla go bhfuil Eire thar a bheith soghabhalach i leith
luaineachtai praghsanna sa mhargadh solathair idirndisitinta agus i mbaol cogai tradala
idirnaisiunta luaineacha agus cinnti polaititula. T4 sé seo an-soiléir sa staid reatha maidir le
praghas fuinnimh. Leagtar amach i bPaipéar Ban an Rialtais dar teideal Aistriti na hEireann chuig
Todhchai Fuinnimh [sealcharboin 2015-2030 creat chun forbairt bheartas fuinnimh na
hEireannathreoru. Luaitear sa Phaipéar Ban “Beidh rdl Idrnach ag fuinneamh inathnuaite freisin
san aistriu chuig fuinneamh isealcharbaoin. Ni chuirfidh aon teicneolaiocht fuinnimh in-athnuaite
amhain — atd ann cheana nd atd ag teacht chun cinn — ar chumas na hEireann an dushlan
fsealcharboin a shard. Ina ionad sin, beidh raon éagsuil teicneolaiochtai ag teastail feadh na
slabhrai' soldthair le haghaidh leictreachais, teasa agus iompair’. Sa chomhthéacs sin, triidir 95-
136.8 MW de thoilleadh suitedilte fuinnimh gaoithe a chur isteach 6n bhFeirm Gaoithe an
Chlochair Choirr, feabhséfar ar slandail solathair agus laghdéfar ar spledchas ar allmhairi
fuinnimh. | gcomhthéacs na bearna reatha san acmhainn ghaoithe a theastaionn chun
spriocanna 2030 a bhaint amach, chuirfeadh an tionscadal ata beartaithe idir 2 agus 2.9 % den
fhuinneamh gaoithe breise chun tacu leis an sprioc sin a bhaint amach.

1 https://windenergyireland.com/about-wind/the-basics/facts-stats (Rochtain an 18 Eanair 2023)
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Tardl ag praghsail carbéin freisin maidir le riachtanas a bhunt don tionscadal ata beartaithe. Ta
gealltanas tugtha ag an Rialtas an rata canach carbdin a ardu de réir a chéile chun EUR 100 in
aghaidh an tona dé-ocsaide carbdéin a bhaint amach faoi 2030, agus ioncam a athchursail chun
bochtaineacht breosla a chosc, infheistiocht a bhaineann leis an aerdid a mhaoinil agus aistriu
c6ir a chinntit®. Tathar ag suil go ndéanfaidh an tionscadal ata beartaithe idir 3,420,585 agus
4,925,655 tona carbéin thar a shaolré 35 bliana a thrithaireamh, ag brath ar an gcineal tuirbin a
roghnaitear (féach an roinn maidir le Cailiocht an Aeir agus an Aeraid thios le haghaidh tuilleadh
comhthéacs, agus Caibidil 14 den EIAR). Ag rata canach measta EUR 100 in aghaidh an tona CO,
faoi 2030, isionann sin agus coigilteas idir 293.8M agus 445.5 M euro.

Ba choir a thabhairt faoi deara go bhfuil tairbhe shuntasach eacnamaioch ann d’fhorbairt
feirmeacha gaoithe go naisilinta agus go sonrach ag an suiomh seo. Léirigh taighde gur féidir leis
an earnail tacu le fas post le linn na tégala agus trid an gcéim oibriochtuil ar leibhéal aitiuil contae
agus ar bhonn naisitnta. T4 costais airgeadais eile a d'fhéadfadh a bheith ann agus coigilteas ar
Usaid leictreachais in-athnuaite don chustaiméir deiridh i gcomparaid le cas Usdide breoslai
iontaise.

Is céim nadurtha é forbairt an fhuinnimh in-athnuaite in éabhléid an leictreachais a ghintear go
haitidil. T4 gnéthachan eacnamaioch suntasach tugtha ag ginitint leictreachais do go leor réimsi
in Eirinn thar na blianta. T4 Eire anois ar chonair an dicharbénaithe agus ta an fuinneamh a
Usaidimid ag athru 6 bhreoslai iontaise go foinsi in-athnuaite, amhail an ghaoth. Buntaiste mér a
bhaineann le forbairt tionscadal fuinnimh in-athnuaite is ea an acmhainneacht gnéthachain
aitiula, eacnamaiocha agus sochaiocha a bhaint amach. Meallfaidh gach tionscadal in-athnuaite
a fhorbroéfar sna blianta amach romhainn ciste suntasach chun tairbhe an phobail don cheantar
aitivil a thabharfaidh deiseanna suntasacha do phobail aititla.

D’fhéadfadh an tionscadal ata beartaithe leas dearfach suntasach a bhaint as an bpobal aititil.
Cuirfidh an togra ratai bliantula ar fail do Chomhairle Contae Dhin na nGall agus tabharfaidh sé
deis d’infheistiocht phobail ditilil sa togra i gcomhréir leis an Scéim Tacaiochta d’Fhuinneamh
In-athnuaite (RESS) a mheastar a bheith cothrom le EUR 500,000 in aghaidh na bliana don chéad
15 bliana den togra. Cuirfear ciste sochar pobail i bhfeidhm ar feadh shaolré an tionscadail chun
maoiniu direach a chur ar fail do na ceantair sin a bhaineann leis an tionscadal.

AN TIONSCADAL MOLTA

Cdlra

| mi Mhean Fémhair 2022, deimhniodh gur chaill Eire a spriocanna maidir le hastaiochtai gas
ceaptha teasa a laghdu aris. Mar sin féin, is réiteach glan inbhuanaithe é an fuinneamh gaoithe
ar ar bhfadhbanna fuinnimh. Is féidir é a Usaid mar mhalairt ar bhreoslai iontaise chun
leictreachas a ghiniuint, gan astaiochtai direacha gas ceaptha teasa. Cuirfidh an tionscadal ata
beartaithe le cumas foriomlan ginitina fuinnimh in-athnuaite na hEireann agus cuirfidh sé le
hiarrachtai naisitinta agus idirnaisitinta astaiochtai carbdin san atmaisféar a laghdu. T4 Eire ar
cheann de na tiortha is mé atd ar thus cadhnaiochta maidir leis an Gsdid a bhaineann si as
fuinneamh gaoithe faoi lathair agus ta si sa chuigid hait ar fud an domhain bunaithe ar said 2021
i ndiaidh na Danmhairge, Uragua, na Spainne agus na Portaingéile®.

https://www.seai.ie/publications/Energy-in-lreland-2022.pdf in Eirinn — Tuarascail 2022
https://www.oecd.org/climate-action/ipac/practices/a-credible-carbon-tax-trajectory-for-ireland-
a39128a3/3 [ Rochtain an 23 Mean Fémhair 2022]

4 https://www.ren21.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/GSR2022 Full Report.pdf [Arna rochtain i mi
Eanair 2023]
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Ciallaionn spriocanna Eorpacha 2050 go gcaithfidh tairgeadh fuinnimh na hEorpa a bheith
beagnach saor 6 charbén faoi 2050 agus cé go bhfuil Eire tar éis teacht chun cinn le blianta beaga
anuas chun ginitint fuinnimh in-athnuaite a mhéadu, ta na spriocanna ag dul i méid i gcénai. Is é
an tiomantas seo ar bheartas fuinnimh agus aeraide a thugann udar maith le ginidint fuinnimh
in-athnuaite in Eirinn agus leis an tionscadal at4 beartaithe.

Mar gheall ar scala an togra, ta tabhacht straitéiseach eacnamaioch agus shoisialta ag baint leis
an tionscadal don Réigituin agus don Stat. Cuirfidh an infheistiocht chaipitil go mér leis an Réigitun
agus leis an Stat ina iomldine. Cuideoidh an tionscadal le spriocanna naisitnta fuinnimh in-
athnuaite a bhaint amach agus laghddfar go mér astaiochtai carbdéin 6 ghinitint leictreachais
agus laghdéfar an spleachas ar bhreoslai iontaise allmhairithe agus cuideoidh sé leis an aistriu
6n spleachas ar bhreoslai iontaise chuig ginitint fuinnimh 6 fhoinsi in-athnuaite.

Ta buntaiste suntasach eacnamaioch ann d’fhorbairt feirmeacha gaoithe i gcruthd post,
infheistiocht agus tdirgeadh fuinnimh. Sa chas dirithe seo, beidh thart ar 96-139 post
le tacaiocht le linn na céime togala agus measann instititid na Todhchai Inbhuanaithe (2015)
gurb é 0.3 post in aghaidh MW den acmhainn iomlan suitedilte a bheadh in aschur poist
oibritichain agus cothabhala d’Fheirm Gaoithe an Chlochair Choirr.

Ta suiomh Fheirm Gaoithe Chlochair Chorr agus na ceantair ghaolmhara laistigh de limistéir
feidhme Chombhairle Contae Dhun na nGall agus mar sin ta sé bunaithe ar fhoralacha Phlean
Forbartha Contae Dhin na nGall 2018-2024. Is é aidhm straitéiseach Chomhairle Dhun na
nGall:

“forbairt éagsuil fuinnimh a éascu tri leas inbhuanaithe a bhaint as acmhainneacht an
fhuinnimh  in-athnuaite lena n-diritear fuinneamh aigéin,  bithfhuinneamh,
grianfhuinneamh, gaoth agus geoiteirmeach, mar aon le husadid inbhuanaithe ola agus
gais, agus foinsi fuinnimh eile ata ag teacht chun cinn i gcomhréir leis an mbeartas agus
leis an treoir Ndisiunta Fuinnimh. T3 sé mar aidhm freisin forbairt chui an bhonneagair a
bhaineann leis a éascu chun leas a bhaint as na hacmhainni fuinnimh seo agus chun
forbairt Dhun na nGall a chur chun cinn agus a éascu mar lonad Barr Feabhais don
Fhuinneamh In-athnuaite.”

Scéip agus Comhairliichan

Mar chuid den phréiseas MTC, bhuail Cloghercor Wind Farm Limited agus TOBIN Consulting
Engineers leisanmBord Pleanala chun scéip aniarratais ar chead pleanala a phlé. Bhi “Tuarascail
Scéipedla” ag gabhail le litir chumhdaigh chomhairlitichain a eisiodh i mi an Mheithimh 2021
chuig comhlachtai reachtula agus neamhreachtula abhartha agus cuireadh gach bartil 6 gach
ceann de na comhlachtai san direamh sa phréiseas deartha agus measunaithe.

Ba phradiseas leantnach leantnach a bhi sa chomhairlitichan agus tugtar aghaidh ar gach tuairim,
tuairim né abhar imni a chuir na comhairleoiriinidl in EIAR.

An Suiomh Molta

Ta tri phriomhréimse sa suiomh ata beartaithe:

e Anpriomhlaithrean feirme gaoithe lena n-airitear an nasc eangai (da ngairtear ‘laithrean
gaoithe feirme’ anseo feasta);

e Bealach Seachadta Tuirbin; agus

e Feabhsu bithéagsulachta Tailte.
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An suiomh feirme gaoithe (Figitr 1-1) a shineann go dti thart ar 1,945 ha, ar le Coillte tuairim is
1,027 ha de, agus is maoin tril pairti an chuid eile, ata suite 2.1 km 6 dheas 6 Dhécha in
iarthuaisceart Chontae Dhun na nGall.

Ritheann an laithrean feirme gaoithe i dtreo soir 6 thuaidh-siar 6 dheas agus ta daileacht talin
amhain ann ata beagdn fadaithe. T4 na tailte seo idir an R250 a ritheann 6 na Gleannta go dti
Baile na Finne agus inbhear Abhainn Ghaoth Barra, atd in aice le teorainn thiar thuaidh shuiomh
na feirme gaoithe. T4 an suiomh idir lonnaiochtai na nDdéchlainne, Leitir Mhic Dhomhnaill agus
na nGleanntach, ata suite thart ar 2.1 km 6 thuaidh, 850 m siar agus 3.5 km 6 dheas 6 shuiomh
na feirme gaoithe atd beartaithe faoi seach.

Isforaoiseacht trachtala den chuid is mé iad Usdid na talin/gniomhaiochtai ar shuiomh nafeirme
gaoithe atd beartaithe, agus td roinnt limistéar de thalamh moéna oscailte ata innilte go
forleathan. Is meascan de thalamh portaigh, foraoiseacht agus talamh talmhaiochta é an
tirdhreach maguaird (Féach Plata 1-1).

Plata 1-1: Radharc 6 Dheas Laistigh Den Laithrean Feirm Ghaoithe Ata Beartaithe
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Cuirfear na tuirbini ar fail ar an ghréasan béithre atd ann cheana féin 6 Chalafort na gCealla
Beagainiardheisceart Chontae Dhun na nGall go dti an suiomh feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe ar
feadh Bealach Seachadta na dTuirbini.

Cuimseoidh Tailte Feabhsaithe Bithéagsulachta thart ar 252 ha de thalamh in aice le laithrean
na feirme gaoithe, mar a léiritear i bhFior 1-1 thuas.

Priomhghnéithe an Tionscadail ata beartaithe

Ta cur sios mionsonraithe ar an tionscadal beartaithe a ndearnadh measunu air in EIAR ar fail i
gCaibidil 2 (Cur sios ar an Tionscadal Beartaithe), agus is éard ata ann na an phriomhfheirm
ghaoithe, na hoibreacha ata de dhith ar bhealach seachadta an tuirbin agus an nasc greille.

Airitear ar an bhfeirm ghaoithe ata beartaithe tuirbini gaoithe, rianta rochtana inmheanacha,
seasamh crua, an crann meitéareolaioch buan, cosan taitneamhachta dineasa agus comharthai
gaolmhara, fostdisitn ar an lathair, cablt inmheanach, comhdhuil tégala sealadai, bonneagar
draendla agus gach obair ghaolmhar a bhaineann le tégéil na feirme gaoithe.

Airitear leis an nasc greille don cablu faoi thalamh idir an fostaisitin ata beartaithe agus an line
lasnairde atd ann cheana, a bhfuil gach ceann acu laistigh den lathair feirme gaoithe ata
beartaithe, agus nach bhfuil méran aon Usaid 4 baint as boithre poibli seachas ait amhain ina
dtrasnaionn sé go hdirithe an L6483. Déanfar na tuirbini a sheachadadh feadh an ghréasain
boithre ata ann cheana 6 Chalafort na gCealla Beaga in iardheisceart Dhun na nGall go dti an
[athair feirme gaoithe atd beartaithe, agus meastar gur cuid den EIAR na hoibreacha ata
beartaithe chun freastal ar an seachadadh seo.

Ta priomhghnéithe an tionscadail ata beartaithe leagtha amach thios, le tuilleadh sonrai ar fail i
gCaibidil 2 (Cur sios ar an Tionscadal Beartaithe) den EIAR:

e Togail 19 dtuirbini gaoithe a bhfuil raon airde bharr na lann foriomlan acu 6 185 m go
200 m, raon trastomhas roétair idir 149 m agus 164 m, raon airde an mhoil 6 112 m go
125 m, agus gach bunchloch gaolmhar agus gach limistéar cruai ndail le gach tuirbin;

e Bealach isteach nua a thégail le rochtain ar bhothar itidil an L6483 don chéim thégala
(tracht cothabhala céime oibritichain amhain), agus bealach isteach foraoise ceadaithe a
usaid (Pl. Tag. 1951040) chuig an L6483 mar phointe rochtana don dara céim togala.
Beidh bealach isteach an tril laithrean ar an L6483 mar chéim oibriochta an bhealaigh
isteach phoibli chuig an bhfeirm ghaoithe;

e Feabhsuchain agus modhnuithe sealadacha ar 5 shuiomh in aice leis an mbéthar poibli
chun seachadadh ualai neamhghnacha agus seachadadh tuirbini ar an R262 agus ar an
N56 a éascl i mbailte fearainn Thulach Chuar, Dhroim Ard, Darney, Glebe Chaisil Riach
agus Aghayeevoge;

e Limistéar ina bhfuil seasamh crua sealadach a thogail chun feidhmit mar limistéar
aistrithe lann chun seachadadh tuirbin a éascu ar an R262 i mbaile fearainn Dhroim na
Croise;

e Codannaden L6363 agus den L6483 a leathn laistigh den chonair bhéthair (suas go dti
leithead 4.5 m) chun seachadadh ualai/turbini neamhghnacha a éasct i mbailte fearainn
Chlocharcor, Shallogain Mhér, Dhoire Loaghan agus an tSratha Bui;

e 2 chomhdhtile tégala shealadacha a fhoirgnit le hoifigi laithreacha sealadacha
gaolmhara, limistéir phairceala agus falu slandala;

Suitedil 1 uimh. crann meitéareolaioch buan atd 100 m ar airde;
4 no. claiseanna a fhail ar iasacht;
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Boithre rochtana nua inmheanacha a thégail agus boéithre ldithreacha atd ann cheana a
uasghradd, lena n-diritear banna pasala agus gach draenail ghaolmhar;

Corais rialaithe draendla agus driodair a thégail;

Fostaisiun leictreach 110 kV buan a thogail, lena n-airitear:

o Foirgneamh rialaithe EirGrid ina bhfuil saordidi leasa oibrithe agus stéras
trealaimh;

o 1 uimh. Foirgneamh Rialaithe Léiritheoir Cumhachta Neamhspleach (IPP) ina
bhfuil seomra lasc HV, oifigi suimh, diseanna cistine, seomra stérais agus
diseanna leithris.

o Gach gléasra agus bonneagar leictreach agus trealamh seirbhisi coimhdeacha

eangai;

Pairceiil;

Soilsiu;

Falu Slandala;

Umar coinnedla fuiolluisce;

Trealamh buainte uisce bAisti;

Gach bonneagar agus seirbhis ghaolmhar lena n-airitear oibreacha laithreain
agus comharthaiocht;

Gach cablu leictreach agus cumarsaide faoi thalamh a nascann na tuirbini gaoithe leis an
bhfostaisiln feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe;

Na hoibreacha go léir a bhaineann leis an bhfeirm ghaoithe ata beartaithe a nascadh leis
an eangach leictreachais naisiiinta, a bheidh tri nasc cabla lub-isteach 110kV faoi
thalamh (thart ar 4.1 km ar fhad cabla laistigh de thrinsi thart ar 3.36 km de na béithre
rochtana inmheénacha) go dti an line lastuas 110 kV atd ann cheana i mbaile fearainn
Chloghercor, Co. Dhun na nGall, le dhd chrann criochnaithe laitise cruach 16 m agus
21 m ag gach comhéadan;

13 thacar cuailli adhmaid atd ann cheana agus crann laitise cruach uillinne amhain (1) a
bhaint de idir an da (2) chrann deiridh comhéadain nua ata beartaithe;

Crosairi sruthchursa (sruth) ar bhealach nasc an ghreille;

Gach obair laithredin ghaolmhar agus forbairt choimhdeach lena n-airitear bermanna,
tirdhreachu, agus tochailt ithreach;

Leagan foraoiseachta chun tégail agus oibrid na forbartha beartaithe agus aon
athphlandala foraoiseachta ar an lathair a éascu;

Carrchlés poibli buan a fhorbairt ina bhfuil tablai sui/picniceacha ag deireadh chéim
thégdla na forbartha ag an suiomh ina dtrasnaionn an nasc greille ata beartaithe an
L6483,

Saoraidi buana dineasa lena n-airitear cosain sitléide marcailte feadh na mbadithre agus
na gcosan rochtana ar an laithrean, agus comharthai dineasa agus taitneamhachta a
ghabhann leo; agus

Thart ar 252 ha de thailte feabhsaithe bithéagsulachta suite os cionn 3 km 6 na tuirbini
gaoithe atd beartaithe.

O O O 0O O O

Ta cead pleandla 10 mbliana agus saol oibriochtuil 35 bliana a lorg 6 dhata coimisitnaithe na
feirme gaoithe ar fad. | bhfianaise an dul chun cinn a rinneadh le déanai i dteicneolaiocht na
dtuirbini, agus i bhfianaise na saolré a bhfuiltear ag suil |1éi i dtuirbini gaoithe, meastar gurb é sin
an saol oibriochtuil is fearr don tionscadal ata beartaithe. A fhad a mhairfidh an saol oibriochtuil
seo, is féidir na tuirbini ata beartaithe a Gsaid chun fuinneamh in-athnuaite glan a ghinitint go
dti go mbeidh a saolré bainte amach acu, seachas iad a bhaint roimh am.

Cuimsionn an t-iarratas fostaisitin ar an lathair ina bhfuil nasc greille faoi thalamh leis an line
lasnairde ata ann cheanaisa Chlochar Chorr. Beidh g4 le dha chrann nuaisa Chlochar Corr chun
an ceangal a cheadu agus bainfear an cdban faoi thalamh, tri cinn deag ata ann cheana féin, mar
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chuid den line lasnairde atd ann faoi lathair. T4 fad foriomlan an naisc ghreille idir an fostaisitin
beartaithe agus an line lasnairde ata ann faoi lathair thart ar 3.36 km, ar fad amach 6n mboéthar
agus laistigh de shuiomh na feirme gaoithe at4 beartaithe.

Forbroéfar ais dineasa ag suiomh na feirme gaoithe mar chuid den togra ata beartaithe, rud a
chuirfidh tairbhe bhreise ar fail don phobal aitiuil agus don cheantar maguaird. T4 cosdin siuil,
ina bhfuil leibhéil éagsula deacair, san direamh sa phlean don suiomh chomh maith le tacu le
hinfreastruchtur chun eispéireas na n-usaideoiri a fheabhsu. Ina measc seo ta lathair féachana
chun taitneamh a bhaint as vista, carrchlés, comharthaiocht agus diteanna sui Ghaoth Barra.

Déanfar limistéar talin a ndéantar feirmeoireacht fhairsing air faoi lathair a bhainistia tri
chleachtais chomhaontaithe talin mar chuid den tionscadal ata beartaithe, a thaispeantar mar
Thalilte Feabhsaithe Bithéagsulachta i bhFior 1-1. Mar thoradh air sin cuirfear feabhas ar na
tailte sin mar ghnathéga oiritinacha do Ghreabh Dhearg agus do Ghiorria na hEireann.
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Achoimre ar Thégail
Sceideal na bhFoirgneamh

Meastar® go mbeidh 96-139 duine fostaithe le linn na buaic-thogéala agus meastar go dtogfaidh
an chéim thégala thart ar 24 mhi 6 thosu ar an lathair go dti go gcriochnéfar coimisiand na
dtuirbini. Sa chas go bhfuil sé praiticitil, cuirfear tus le glanadh fasra ata riachtanach le linn
oibreacha togala lasmuigh de shéasur na n-éan goir,? ritheann 6n 1 Marta go dti*" 31 Lunasa.

Beidh na huaireanta gniomhaiochta tégala teoranta chun uaireanta neamh-inchomhlachaithe a
sheachaint nuair is féidir. De ghnath, beidh oibriochtai tégéla teoranta go dti idir 7:00hrs agus
19:00 uair an chloigi rith na seachtaine agus idir 7:00hrs agus 14:00 ar an Satharn.

Chun a airithia, afach, go mbainfear an Gsaid is fearr is féidir as tréimhsi maithe aimsire né ag
tréimhsi criticitla laistigh den chlér (i.e. doirteadh coincréite) né chun freastal ar sheachadadh
comhphairteanna mara tuirbini ar bhealai poibli, d'fhéadfadh sé a bheith riachtanach 6 am go
chéile oibrit lasmuigh de na huaireanta sin. Déanfar aon obair den sort sin lasmuigh d’uaireanta
oibre achomhaontu roimh ré le Comhairle Contae Dhuin na nGall.

Tathar ag suil le data tosaigh Eanair 2026 don chéim thégala, ar féidir i a mhiondealt ina 5
phriomhchéim mar seo a leanas (beidh forlui eatarthu):
e 14 mhi — Sibhialtacha (lena n-airitear boéithre suimh, cruastair, fonddireachtai tuirbin,
leagan foraoiseachta, draenail);
6 mhi — Nasc leictreach eangai/suiteail fostdisilin agus coimisiunu;
12 mhi — Suiomh leictreach (suiteail idir tuirbini agus fostaisiun, cablai tarraingthe);
4 mhi — seachadtai agus toégail tuirbin;
2 mhi — Coimisiunda.

Seirbhis do Chustaiméiri

Sonraitear i gCaibidil 2 den EIAR modheolaiochtai tégala maidir leis na gnéithe seo aleanas den
tionscadal ata beartaithe:

Rianta Rochtana ar an Laithrean agus Draenail;

Cumaisc Shealadacha, Limistéir Stérala Abhar agus Oifigi Suimh;
Tuirbin Hardstand, Fonduireachtai agus Erection;

Bealach Seachadta Tuirbin;

Mast Meitéareolaiochta Buan;

Ais Aineasa agus

Nasc na greille.

Sa mhodheolaiocht tégala a bhaineann leis an nasc greille don tionscadal atd beartaithe,
breithnitear freisin na modhanna ata beartaithe chun dha chursa uisce a thrasnu.

Bainistiocht Comhshaoil le linn Tégéla

Dréachtaiodh CEMP don tionscadal ata beartaithe. Tabharfar an CEMP cothrom le déata sula
gcuirfear tus leis na hoibreacha tégala chun dul i ngleic le riachtanais aon choinniollacha pleanéla
abhartha, lena n-airitear aon bhearta maolaithe breise ata faoi choinnioll, agus cuirfear faoi
bhraid Chomhairle Contae Dhun na nGall iad lena gceadu i scribhinn. Beidh an conraitheoir
tégala freagrach as na bearta maolaithe a shonraitear in EIAR agus CEMP a chur chun feidhme

> http://www.ewea.org/fileadmin/files/library/publications/reports/Wind_at_work.pdf
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agus as na ceanglais achur initll don fhoireann uile ar an lathair. Déanfaidh Cléireach Eiceolaioch
Oibreacha (ECOW), éiceolaithe, seandalaithe agus/n6 innealtoiri geoiteicnitla maoirseacht ar
chur chun feidhme na mbeart maolaithe, de réir mar is cui.

ROGHANNA MALARTACHA REASUNACHA A BHREITHNIU

Airitear sa chaibidil laistigh den EIAR a bhreithnionn roghanna réastnta a ndearna an t-
iarratasoir staidéar orthu dearadh/leagan malartach, teicneolaiocht agus praéisis eile, chomh
maith le préiseas roghnuiichain an laithredin. Breathnaitear ar chas ‘Na Fagail’ chomh maith, is é
sin cur sios ar an méid a tharlédh don laithredn feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe mura gcuirfi an
togra ata beartaithe i bhfeidhm.

Faoin gcas “Na déan aon ni”, ni bheadh an tionscadal ata beartaithe ag dul ar aghaidh, ni bheadh
forbairt tuirbini gaoithe 4 saothr(, agus bheadh gach talamh a bhaineann leis an tionscadal at4
beartaithe fos ina n-Usdidi reatha (foraoiseacht go priomha). Chaillfi an t-ionchas go gcruthéfai
fuinneamh inbhuanaithe ar an suiomh seo. Laghdéfai cumas na tire fuinneamh inbhuanaithe a
thairgeadh agus astaiochtai gas ceaptha teasa a laghdd chun spriocanna agus spriocanna an
Aontais ata leagtha amach sa Phlean um Ghniomh ar son na hAeraide (2023) a bhaint amach.

Cuireadh tus leis an bproiseas roghnichdin suiomhanna don tionscadal ata beartaithe i dtus
baire in 2014, thug Foireann Forbartha Fuinnimh In-athnuaite Coillte (ina dhiaidh sin,
FuturEnergy Ireland) faoi phréiseas mionsonraithe scagthastala ag baint Gisaide as roinnt critéar
agus céimeanna chun measunu a dhéanamh ar an acmhainneacht a bhaineann le lion mér
suiomhanna féideartha ata oiriinach chun freastal ar fhorbairt fuinnimh gaoithe. Le linn na
suiomhanna a bhi ar féil, roghnaiodh roinnt suiomhanna, lena n-airitear an suiomh ag an
gClochar Corr, le tabhairt ar aghaidh lena mbreithnit tuilleadh.

Measadh i gcéim dhearadh leagan amach an laithredin méid, lion agus suiomh na dtuirbini agus
leagan amach an bhonneagair ldithredin lena mbaineann i.e. rianta rochtana inmheanacha,
comhdhuiile sealadacha tégéla, crainn mheitedilte, fostaisitin, etc. Doiciméid eile a mheastar i
gcas gach ceann de na heiliminti sinin EIAR.

Ta forbairt tagtha ar lonnd agus ar dhearadh na forbartha feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe tri
roghanna malartacha a bhreithnit agus tri ionchur pairtithe leasmhara sa phroiseas a cheadu.
Athbhreithniu luath ar an dearadh a breithniodh gnéithe cosuiil le héifeachtai tirdhreacha agus
amhairc, méid lorg an laithreain, suaitheadh torainn agus acmhainneacht caochaile scéileanna.

Rinne Measunu ar Bhealach Seachadta Tuirbin measunu ar roghanna éagsula bealai seachadta
6 roinnt calafort, agus rinneadh athbhreithnid ar na héifeachtai comhshaoil a bhaineann le gach
ceann acu mar chuid de EIAR. Rinneadh measUnu ar an tionchar ar an ngréasan baéithre aitiuil
nuair a cinneadh an rochtain is oiritinai ar an laithrean feirme gaoithe atd beartaithe.

Socraiodh suiomh an fhostdisitin agus bealach nasctha na heangai de réir shuiomh an
bhonneagair leictrigh atd ann cheana agus de réir na rdn atd ann formhér na n-oibreacha
ceangail greille a choinnedil laistigh den laithrean feirme gaoithe at4 beartaithe.

Ta namodhanna tégéla don tionscadal ata beartaithe ag brath ar roinnt fachtéiri a bhaineann go
sonrach leis an suiomh agus leis an dearadh, agus cuireadh san direamhiad i ndail le coinniollacha
talan, suiteail bunuds agus toégdil tuirbin. Cuireadh faisnéis a bhaineann go sonrach leis an
laithrean a bailiodh tri imscrudu ionsaite laithredin agus suirbhéanna comhshaoil san direamh
nuair a bhi athbhreithnit 48 dhéanamh ar mhodheolaiochtai malartacha tégala. Mar sin, cuireadh
cinnti maidir leis na modhanna tégala le haghaidh suitedlacha oibre ar an talamh agus
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bunchlocha, chomh maith leis an nasc inmhednach béthair agus eangai, ar an eolas agus
bunaiodh iad ar an dea-chleachtas.

Rinneadh staidéar ar na roghanna malartacha réasunta ¢ thaobh dearadh tionscadail,
teicneolaiocht, suiomh, méid agus scala de agus ta sé curthailathair i gcaibidil EIAR. Déantar cur
sios ar na roghanna atd dbhartha don tionscadal ata beartaithe agus ar na saintréithe sonracha
a bhaineann leis d'fheirm ghaoithe ar mhorscala i gceantar tuaithe in airde. Is é an chuis
sharaitheach leis an rogha a roghnaiodh na an tairgeadh fuinnimh in-athnuaite 6n suiomh a
uasmhéadu agus an tionchar ar an gcomhshaol a ioslaghdu ag an am céanna.

DAONRA AGUS SLAINTE AN DUINE

Léiritear sa chaibidil seo in EIAR na héifeachtai féideartha ar an daonra, ar shldinte an duine, ar
shocheacnamaioch, ar fhostaiocht, ar thuraséireacht, ar Usaid talin agus ar shlainte agus
sabhailteacht.

Ta cuid mhor den tionscadal ata beartaithe suite ar thailte ata faoi Ginéireacht agus faoi rialu
Coillte. Ta lion suntasach uinéiri taltn priobhaideacha trit pairti sa tionscadal ata beartaithe a
thoiligh leis an iarratas agus leis an tionscadal ata beartaithe.

Is foraoiseacht trachtala den chuid is mé iad na gniomhaiochtai Usaide talin ar an laithrean
feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe, agus ta roinnt limistéar de thalamh madna oscailte ata innilte go
forleathan. Is meascan d’fhoraoiseacht, talamh talmhaiochta agus portach ména é an tirdhreach
maguaird.

Is iad Baile Dhun na nGall na priomhionaid uirbeacha sa réigiun, ata lonnaithe c. 22 km soir 6
dheas agus Baile Leitir Ceanainn, ata suite c. 31 km soir 6 thuaidh 6n suiomh feirme gaoithe ata
beartaithe. Td an gabhddir conaithe is gaire suite 925 m én suiomh tuirbin is gaire ata beartaithe.
Ta roinnt diseanna agus diseanna pobail ar fail sa cheantar, le Leitirmacaward agus na Gleannta
ag solathar na ndaoine is gaire don laithrean feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe. Ta club gniomhach
CLG (Club CLG Na Rossa), staisiun seirbhise, siopai, ionad slainte, tithe poibli, céiriocht, halla
pobail agus eaglaisi i sraidbhaile Leitir Mais. T4 an suiomh feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe suite
laistigh de Ghaeltacht den chuid is mé (Ghaeltacht Dhin na nGall).

Téann cuid de bhealach Shli an Atlantaigh Fhiain gar don lathair feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe,
ar feadh an N56, idir Mulnamina More, ag trasnu Droichead Ghaotha Barra, tri Leitir Mhic
Mhadaidh agus Nin Doire sula leanann sé ar aghaidh ¢ thuaidh i dtreo Chloch an Chlochain.

Léirionn torthai an daondirimh idir 2011 agus 2016 gur thainig laghdu -1.2 % ar dhaonra Dhun
na nGall. Mar sin féin, le linn na tréimhse 10 mbliana 6 2006 go 2016, thainig méadu thart ar
12 % ar an daonra go naisilnta agus thainig méadu thart ar 8 % ar dhaonra Chontae Dhun na
nGall, agus thainig laghdu thart ar -3% ar dhaonra na dToghcheantar ina bhfuil an togra
beartaithe suite.

Déanfar modheolaiocht togala dea-chleachtais agus bearta chun tionchair 6 oibreacha tochailte
a ioslaghdu, agus i dtéarmai slainte agus sabhailteachta mar a thuairiscitear i gCaibidil 8 (Tir,
Ithir agus Geolaiocht), an limistéar forbartha a choinneail chomh hiseal agus is féidir agus
laghdoéfar athruithe ar Usdid talin. Bainfidh an tionscadal leas as na treoirlinte agus an
reachtaiocht is déanai agus is dbhartha (Féach CEMP in Aguisin 2-2 den EIAR le haghaidh
tuilleadh sonrai) 6 thaobh slainte agus sabhailteachta d’oibreacha laistigh de lathair na feirme
gaoithe agus d’oibreacha lasmuigh den phriomhfheirm ghaoithe ar nés oibreacha ar an TDR.
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Eifeachtai foriomlina

Beidh tionchar iarmharach dearfach beag ag an tionscadal atd beartaithe (tar éis bearta
maolaithe dea-chleachtais a chur chun feidhme) ar an bpobal aititil tri insreabhadh oibrithe
tégdla sa ghearrthéarma. Is décha go dtiocfaidh méadu beag ar an daonra aitiuil thar thréimhse
ghearr ama mar thoradh ar an insreabhadh seo, rud a chuirfidh borradh faoin ngeilleagar aitiuil
tri chdiriocht agus tri chaitheamh i siopai agus i mbialanna &itilula. Beidh iarmhairt dhidltach
bheag ghearrthéarmach ann mar thoradh ar thracht chéim na tégala agus ar an torann a
bhaineann leis. Maidir le huséid talin, beidh athru fadtéarmach ar Gsdid taldn i gceist leis an
tégail, go priomha chun claiseanna a thochailt agus chun bonneagar a thoégdil. D’fhéadfadh
tionchar didltach beag gearrthéarmach a bheith ag an tégdil féin ar oibriochtai foraoiseachta
laistigh den l4ithrean.

Cuirfidh an tionscadal atad beartaithe fuinneamh glan ar fail 6 acmhainn in-athnuaite agus
cuideoidh sé le spriocanna a bhaint amach i mbeartais nisitinta fuinnimh agus athraithe aeraide.
Is iarmhairt iarmharach dhearfach fhadtéarmach dhireach é seo don tir a rachaidh chun tairbhe
don daonra aitiuil agus do na pobail aitiula.

Meastar gur tionchar dearfach fadtéarmach ar an bpobal dititil i gcoitinne é Ciste Sochair Pobail
a bhunu. Bheadh tionchar dearfach aige sin ar na daoine ata ina gcénai sa phobal seo agus
bheadh tionchar dearfach aige sin ar a slainte shiceolaioch aonair tri thionscadail faoi stitir an
phobail a fhorbairt agus tri leibhéal na rannphairtiochta aititla a uasmhéadu 6 thaobh tionchar
aimirt ar an gcaoi a gcaitear na cisti.

Meastar go mbeidh tionchar fadtéarmach, beag, dearfach ag an tionscadal até beartaithe ar an
eispéireas turasoéireachta agus ar lion na dturaséiri i gcongar an tsuimh 6s rud é go gcuirfidh an
tionscadal leis an taitneamhacht reatha agus go mbeidh conairi marcdilte breise ar fail don
phobal.

Ar an iomlan, meastar gur décha go mbeidh tionchar fadtéarmach, beag, dearfach ar an daonra
aitiuil agus ar shlainte an duine mar thoradh ar an tionscadal ata beartaithe.

BITHEAGSULACHT

Airiodh an méid seo a leanas sa mheastnu bithéagsulachta: athbhreithnithe deisce; suirbhéanna
ar Ghnathdéga agus ar fhasra; speicis ionracha a mhapail; suirbhéanna agus meastnuithe ar an
bhfléra agus ar an bhfana uisceach a bhaineann leis na sruthanna agus na lochanna laistigh de
l[aithredn na feirme gaoithe; suirbhé ialtdg dha bhliain; agus suirbhéireachtai fana chosanta eile.

Suiomhanna Ainmnithe

Ta an choirnéal thoir de shuiomh na feirme gaoithe mar chuid de Limistéar Oidhreachta
Nadurtha an Mhin Mhaéir Thiar, agus td4 Anaclann Dulra Choill Dhoire Mhér agus an Limistéar
Oidhreachta Nadurtha ata beartaithe in aice leis an gcuid thiar de shuiomh na feirme gaoithe.
Nil aon infreastruchtur beartaithe d’fheirmeacha gaoithe taobh istigh de 1 km de cheachtar de
na suiomhanna seo agus ni bheidh tionchar ag forbairt na feirme gaoithe ar ceachtar den d4
[athair.

Déantar meastna ar na tionchair fhéideartha ar Limistéir Chaomhantais Speisialta agus

Limistéir faoi Chosaint Speisialta sa Raiteas Tionchair Natura (NIS), a chuirtear isteach in
éineacht leis an EIAR mar chuid de chaipéisiocht fhoriomlan na n-iarratas pleandla.
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Gndathdga agus Fdsra

Ta an chuid is mé de shuiomh na feirme gaoithe a aitit ag plandalacha buaircineacha. Tarlaionn
paisti beaga agus stiallacha ciinga de ghnathdga oscailte ar bhéithre foraoise, turais, conairi
srutha agus i imréitigh bheaga. Is fraochmha fliuch den chuid is mé iad seo, le roinnt réimsi de
bhratphortach dluth agus isealchriocha. T4 limistéir oscailte nios fairsinge de phortaigh agus de
ghnathog fraochUn thart ar imeall an tsuimh, ach ni fhorbréfar na limistéir sin. Nior taifeadadh
aon speiceas plandai neamhchoitianta ar ldithrean na feirme gaoithe.

Bainfidh forbairt na feirme gaoithe thart ar 28 ha de ghnathdg plandala buaircineacha, agus
déanfar 29-50 ha eile a leagan agus a choinneadil ar oscailt ar na béithre rochtana agus timpeall
na dtuirbini. Is ionduil go mbionn tionchar dearfach suntasach ag gnathdga oscailte laistigh de
phlandalachaforaoiseachta ar bhithéagsulacht fhoriomlan na plandala. D4 bhrisin, cé go mbeidh
tionchar didltach beag ag an gcaillitint gnathog foraoiseachta go dromchlai crua, is décha go
mbeidh an glantionchar foriomlan ar luach gnathoige na plandala foraoiseachta dearfach.

Bainfidh forbairt na feirme gaoithe thart ar 6 ha de fhraochmha fhliuch agus de ghnathdég
bratphortaigh. Mar sin féin, is décha go bhforbréidh gnathog fraochmha fhliuch agus portaigh
nua sna ceantair até leagtha ar na boéithre rochtana agus timpeall ar na tuirbini. Cuirfear Plean
Bainistiochta Bithéagsulachta i bhfeidhm lena n-direofar bainisti agus athchdirid 3 ha de
bhratphortach isealchriocha agus 3.5 ha de ghnathdg fraochmha fhliuch ar ldithreadn na feirme
gaoithe. Cuirfear Plean Bainistiochta Ghnathéga Orga i bhfeidhm freisin lena n-aireofar
bainistit thart ar 170 ha de gnathég bratphortach agus fraochmha fliuch lasmuigh den laithrean
feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe, ach laistigh de theorainn an tionscadail ata beartaithe, na Tailte
Feabhsaithe Bithéagsulachta (Figiar 1-1). D& bhri sin, is décha go mbeidh na tionchair
iarmharacha fhoriomlana ar gnathég fraochmha fhliuch agus bratphortaigh dearfach.

Speicis lonracha

Daileadh Rhododendron go forleathan ar fud shuiomh na feirme gaoithe ach nior tharla sé i
seastdin mhora. Taifeadadh dha sheastan de chuid Ghltdineach na Seapaine agus seastan amhain
de Montbretia. Ullmhaiodh Plean Bainistiochta Speiceas lonracha chun cosc a chur ar an obair
thoégéla a bheith ina chuis le tabhairt isteach agus/né leathadh speiceas ionrach.

Bithéagsulacht Uisceach

Tarlaionn tri loch bheaga agus ceithre lochan nios 10 laistigh den chuid den laithrean feirme
gaoithe a fhorbrdéfar. Rangaiodh na lochanna mar ghnathég loch oligotrophic aigéadach agus
aicmiodh na lochain mar ghnathog locha dystrophic. Ta na lochanna agus na linnte go léir 55 m
ar a laghad 6 na pointi is gaire den lorg forbartha.

Déanann roinnt sruthanna beaga suiomh na feirme gaoithe a dhraenail chuig Inbhear Ghaoth
Barra. Nil gnathég oiritinach ag na sruthanna seo don Dililicin Péarla fionnuisce agus nil méran
luacha acu mar ghnathég d’iasc salmonid, lampai, né eascanna.

Aireofar ar fhorbairt na feirme gaoithe lintéir agus droichid réise shoiléire a thégail thar roinnt
de na sruthanna. Mar thoradh air sin caillfear fasra bainc go buan, ach ni bheidh aon chaillteanas
buan de ghnathdg uisceach ann. Déantar an éifeacht fhoriomlan ar ghnathdéga uisceacha a
mheas mar thionchar buan, beag ditltach ar scala an chontae.

Draenalfaidh uisce dromchla 6 fhorbairt na feirme gaoithe go dti na sruthanna a thrasnaionn

suiomh na feirme gaoithe, agus ta dha cheann de na lochanna (Lochanna Aneane Beg agus
Aneane More) laistigh de dhobharcheantair bhonneagar na feirme gaoithe in aice ldimhe. Da
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bhri sin, d'fhéadfadh tionchar a bheith ag na sruthanna agus na lochanna sin ar chailiocht an
uisce, go hairithe le linn chéim na tégala. Mar sin féin, tar éis chur chun feidhme chéim na tégala
agus bhearta maolaithe na céime oibritchain, meastar gur beag tionchar sealadach agus
ocaideach ata ar chailiocht an uisce ar na sruthchursai agus ar na lochanna sin.

Sciathdin leathair

Taifeadadh ocht speiceas sciathdin leathair laistigh den laithrean forbartha: ialtog shopranach,
ialtég fheascrach, ialtég Leisler, ialtog Daubenton, ialtdg Natuisias, ialtég Natterer, ialtég
ghiobach agus ialtog fhadchluasach dhonn. Mar sinféin, bhi an leibhéal foriomlan gniomhaiochta
sciathdin leathair iseal.

Rinneadh measunu ar shraith foirgneamh agus crainn aibi timpeall orthu, laistigh de limistéar na
feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe mar go bhfuil oirilinacht mheanach acu le haghaidh ialtéga a
résadh. Mar sin féin, taifeadadh aon fhianaise ar sciathain leathair roosting sna foirgnimh. Ni
bheidh tionchar ag forbairt na bhfeirmeacha gaoithe ar na foirgnimh agus na crainn seo. Nior
taifeadadh aon roostai sciathain leathair eile laistigh de shuiomh na feirme gaoithe, na i
bhfoirgnimh timpeall ar imeall shuiomh na feirme gaoithe.

Beidh an fhorbairt feirme gaoithe faoi deara d'fhéadfadh mortlaiocht imbhualadh do dhaonrai
sciathain leathair aititula. Thangthas ar an gconcltid sa mheasunu tionchair, mura gcuirtear aon
bhearta maolaithe chun feidhme, go bhfuil ceithre thuirbin ardrioscaann: T3, T9, T15 agus T19.
Aicmiodh na tuirbini eile mar thuirbini measartha né riosca iseal.

Chun laghdu ar an riosca imbhualadh do dhaonrai ialtég, beidh criosanna maolanach a bhunu
timpeall gach tuirbin ina mbeidh gach crann agus fasra adhmadach ard eile a ghlanadh.
Coinneofar na criosanna maolanacha seo mar fhasra de chinedl portaigh/teasa a bhfuil toir
abhaic isealfhasta agus féara ag fas iontu. T4 na hachair mhaolanachais ga saraon ¢ 74.2 mdon
tuirbin Nordex N149 go 99.3 m don tuirbin GE GE-164. Mar sin féin, ag tuirbin T19, beidh achar
maoldnach 100 m ar a laghad ag teastail, beag beann ar mhdnla an tuirbin, mar gheall ar an
leibhéal ard de ghniomhaiocht ialtog Leisler a taifeadadh ag an suiomh seo.

Aireofar an méid seo a leanas ar mhaolui breise chun an rioscaimbhuailte a laghdu: feathering na
lanna chun iad a chosc 6 shaorrothai le linn coinniollacha gaoithe isle; agus an luas gearrtha
isteach (an t-iosluas gaoithe ag a dtosaionn an tuirbin ag oibritl) a ardd go 5.5 m/s ag na tuirbini
ardriosca.

Beidh clar monatéireachta sciathain leathair a chur i bhfeidhm, lena n-airitear faireachas ar
ghniomhaiocht sciathain leathair agus cuardaigh conablaigh. Déanfar an mhonatdireacht ar
feadh na chéad tri bliana d’'oibriu na feirme gaoithe agus ansin déanfar aris é ag Bliain 10 agus
Bliain 20.

Fauna eile

Ta taifid le déanai ar féileacan fritiledn réisc 6 dha shuiomh timpeall imeall an laithredin feirme
gaoithe. Mar sin féin, nior aimsiodh aon ghnathég phériachain ghréine sa chuid den suiomh
feirme gaoithe a fhorbroéfar.

Nior taifeadadh aon mhadra uisce, n6 comharthai de ghniomhaiocht madra uisce, feadh na
sruthanna, né timpeall na lochanna, sa chuid den suiomh feirme gaoithe a fhorbroéfar. Cé gur
ddcha go mbainfidh madrai uisce 6 Inbhear Ghaoth Barra Usaid as sruthchursai agus gnathoga
eile laistigh de lathair na feirme gaoithe in amanna, is décha go gcuirfidh tairgitlacht iseal na
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ngnathdg uisceach ar lathair na feirme gaoithe agus an easpa daonrai suntasacha éisc teorainn
le husaid mhadra uisce an tsuimh.

Taifeadadh comharthai né radharcanna Badger in dha lathair i ngnathég oscailte portaigh/teasa
timpeall ar imeall shuiomh na feirme gaoithe le linn obair shuirbhéireachta don tionscadal seo,
agus ta taifid roimhe seo 6n gcuid thiar de shuiomh na feirme gaoithe. Mar sin féin, nior aimsiodh
aon chomharthai Broc le linn an tsuirbhé speiceas cosanta ar cheantair ar fud an infreastruchtur
feirme gaoithe atd beartaithe.

Speicis chosanta eile a taifeadadh laistigh de lathair na feirme gaoithe,ba ea an Frog Coiteann,
an Laghairt Choiteann, lorua Rua, Cat Crainn, Giorria’agus Deirge na hEireann, agus is décha go
dtarléidh Grainneog, Dallég Fraoigh agus Easég na hEireann freisin.

Ta iora dearga ag brath den chuid is mé ar ghnathdga foraoise. D4 bhri sin, déantar caillteanas
gnathoige plandala buaircineacha a mheas mar thionchar ditltach beag buan ar dhaonra an lora
Rua ar scala an chontae, agus meastar gur tionchar ditltach measartha gearrthéarmach ar scala
an chontae an suaitheadh le linn na céime togala.

Nil na speicis amfaibiaigh, reiptile agus mamach eile faoi chosaint ach ag brath go pairteach ar
ghnathéga foraoise (e.g., Cat Crainn agus Fianna Dearg) né td baint acu le gnathdga
neamhfhoraoise (e.g., Guais Choiteann agus Giorria na hEireann). | gcas na speiceas ata ag brath
go pairteach ar ghnathdga foraoise, is décha go gcuiteofar caillteanas gnathég foraoise tri
mheascdn nios éagsula de ghnathég foraoise agus de ghnathdg spais oscailte a fhorbairt.
D’fhéadfadh tionchar dearfach a bheith ag an tionchar ar roinnt de na speicis neamhfhoraoise.
Go hadirithe, is docha go mbainfidh an Ghuais Choiteann tairbhe as an ngnéthachan glan i
bhfraochmha fhliuch agus i ngnathég portaigh. D’fhéadfadh sé go mbeadh tionchar dearfach
fadtéarmach ar an bpobal coiteann aititil Frog mar thoradh ar lochain a chruthi mar chuid den
Phlean Bainistiochta Bithéagsulachta. Is décha go mbeidh tionchar dearfach fadtéarmach ar
dhaonra aititil Ghiorria na hEireann mar thoradh ar chur i bhfeidhm Phlean Bainistiochta
Ghnathan Orga an lolair.

EANEOLAIOCHT

Raon feidhme an Mheasunaithe

Bhi an measunu éaneolaioch bunaithe ar shuirbhéanna éan a rinneadh idir 2019 agus 2022.
Airiodh orthu sin suirbhéanna ar phointi amhairc chun monatdireacht a dhéanamh ar
ghniomhaiocht eitilte thar lathair na feirme gaoithe, agus suirbhéanna ar éin ghoir moorlainne,
iolair firéan ghoir, Idmai rua goir, gulai poruchain, meirlitin goir, agus éin uisce gheimhrithe.

Rinneadh meastdireacht ar thorthai na suirbhéanna chun Gnéithe Tabhachtacha Eantla a
aithint. Baiad sin lion na n-éan a raibh tdbhacht chaomhantais ag baint leo agus a bhféadfadh an
tionscadal ata beartaithe difear a dhéanamh déibh.

Airiodh sa mheastnu tionchair meastnuithe ar shuaitheadh tégala, caillteanas gnathdige,
suaitheadh oibriochtuil, dilaithrig, éifeachtai bacainn, riosca imbhuailte agus tionchair
charnacha. Tagraionn dildithrit do thuirbini oibriochtula a sheachaint tri éin a neadu, a bhrionnd
no a résadh, rud a fhagann go ndildithritear éin 6 ghnathdga a bheadh aitithe acu murach sin.
Tagraionn éifeachtai bacainne do thuirbini oibriochtula a sheachaint tri éin chomaitéireachta,
rud a fhagann go mbionn cosain eitilte nios faide ann de réir mar a théann éin timpeall na feirme
gaoithe.
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/B ToBIN

Excellence in Engineering

Speicis a Taifeadadh

Rinneadh taifead ar 24 speiceas rapaire, éan uisce agus cearca fraoigh san iomlan le linn
suirbhéanna na n-éan, cé is moite de speicis nar tharla ach in Inbhear Ghaoth Barra.

Ta an suiomh feirme gaoithe laistigh de réimse baile péire d’lolair Firéan, agus ta daonrai
conaithea den Spiorég, an Clamhan, agus an Pocaire Gaoithe. Maireann an Meirlian i ngnathég
mhorthire timpeall ar shuiomh na feirme gaoithe: ni raibh aon fhianaise ar phéru laistigh né gar
do shuiomh na feirme gaoithe, ach d’fhéadfadh an ceantar a bheith mar chuid den réimse baile
an Mheirlidin ag péru achar éigin amach 6 shuiomh na feirme gaoithe. Bhi taifid 6caideacha ann
freisin den Chur Rua, an tlolar Mara, Croman na gCearc, an Coirneach agus an Fabhcin Gorm.

Tacaionn gnathég an mhair talun laistigh agus timpeall laithredn na feirme gaoithe le daonra
cénaithe de chuid na gcearc fraoigh, chomh maith le naoscach goir scaipthe agus péire feadog
bhui ghoir. Téann Ealai Gléracha ar imirce trasna shuiomh na feirme gaoithe san earrach agus
san fhomhar. Pérann péire amhain d’Fhaoiledin Bhana ag loch amhain laistigh de lathair na
feirme gaoithe. Déanann droimnigh bheaga, faoiledin scadan agus droimnigh mhéra timaistria
rialta trasna shuiomh na feirme gaoithe.

Nior taifeadadh Lomai Rua in aon cheann de na lochanna laistigh né timpeall ar |athair na feirme
gaoithe, nd ag comaitéireacht trasna lathair na feirme gaoithe.

D’aithin an mheastdireacht ar thorthai an tsuirbhé éan agus faisnéis bhreise 6 athbhreithnithe
deisce 17 Gné thabhachtach: imirce Ealai Gléracha, lolair Firéan chénaithea agus Feadoga bhi
goir (tdbhacht idirnaisitnta); Meirlitin ghoir (tabhacht chontae/idirnaisiinta); droimnigh
bheaga, faoiledin scadan agus droimnigh mhora le linn an tséasuir phoraithe, agus is décha go
raibh baint acu le coilineacht chdosta amhain né nios mé (tdbhacht naisidnta/idirnaisitinta);
faoileain scadain timaistrtihe agus droimnigh mhara le linn an tséasulir neamhphéraithe; cearca
fraoigh conaithe, agus Praslachain agus Naoscacha goir (tdbhacht chontae); agus Spioroga
conaithe, an Clamhain agus an Pocairi Gaoithe agus Faoileain bhana ghoir (tdbhacht aitidil).

An lolar Firéan

T4 ceann de na suiomhanna neadaithe ata in Usdid ag péire aititil na nlolar Firéan in aice le
suiomh na feirme gaoithe. D'fhéadfadh tégail agus/né suaitheadh oibritichdin a bheith ina chuiis
le teip neadaithe ag péire aitiuil na nlolar Firéan, ma dhéanann siad iarracht an suiomh nead seo
a aitia, noé suiomh eile gar don fheirm ghaoithe. Bheadh tionchar ditltach an-suntasach
gearrthéarmach aige sin. Is féidir freisin go bhféadfadh tuirbini a bheith ina gcuis le hiolair chun
suiomhanna neadacha gar do shuiomh na feirme gaoithe a sheachaint, cé nach cosuil go bhfuil
aon fhianaise ann maidir le tuirbini a mbionn tionchar ag di-aitit orthu d’iolair a neadd. Mar sin
féin, Usaideann Golden Eagles iliomad suiomhanna neadacha agus léirigh samhalti daonra nach
mbeidh tionchar suntasach ag teipeanna neadaithe uaineacha ag péire an Chlochair Choirr ar
dhaonra lolair Firéan na hEireann.

Déanfar monatdéireacht bhliantdil ar phérd na nlolar Firéan. Ma aimsitear lolair Firéan
neadaithe le linn na tréimhse tégala, ni dhéanfar aon obair thogala laistigh de 1.5 km den
l[dithredn nead. M4 aimsitear an tlolar Firéan neadaithe le linn na tréimhse oibriochta, duinfar
rochtain phoibli ar aon chosdin dineasa agus rianta rochtana laistigh de 1 km den laithredn nead
agus beidh rochtain ar na codanna seo den fheirm ghaoithe teoranta a mhéid is féidir.

D’fhéadfadh seachaint na dtuirbini a bheith ina chuis le hiolair a dhildithrit 6 suas le 244 ha de
ghnathdga a d'fhéadfadh a bheith ann, cé go bhfuil an tionchar is docha a bheidh ag an dilaithriu
i bhfad nios lU. Cuirfear plean bainistiochta gnathéige an lolair Firéan i bhfeidhm chun an
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tionchar dilaithrithe féideartha seo a mhaolu. Is éard a bheidh i gceist leis sin na thart ar 250 ha
de thailte oscailte den chuid is mé a bhainistiu, lena n-airitear thart ar 170 ha de ghnathoéga
portaigh agus fraochmha. Is é cuspdir an phlean bainistiochta gnathoéige feabhas a chur ar
dhaonraiBriste Deirge agus Ghiorria na hEireann, ata ina bpriomhacmhainni creiche do dhaonra
an lolair Firéan in Eirinn. Ba cheart go gcuirfeadh cur i bhfeidhm rathuil an phlean bainistiochta
gnathoég an lolair Firéan éifeachtai aon tionchair dilaithrithe ar na hlolair Firéan foraging agus
d’'fhéadfadh tionchar dearfach glan a bheith aige ar acmhainni creiche an lolair Firéan laistigh de
raon baile an péire lolar Firéan an Chlochair Choirr.

Mar thoradh ar an riosca imbhuailte ata tuartha d’Fheirm Gaoithe an Chlochair Choirr, thar
thréimhse saoil na feirme gaoithe, bheadh thart ar 1-2 bas 6n lolar Firéan ann. Thug samhaltu
daonra le fios, leis an mortlaiocht bhreise imbhuailte, go leanfaidh daonra lolar Firéan na
hEireann ag fas, ach ag rata nios isle. Chuirfeadh sé seo moill ar dhaonra lolar Firéan na hEireann
riocht fabhrach a bhaint amach thart ar cuig bhliain faoin gcas is measa i mbaol imbhuailte, né sé
bliana faoi dhé réamhchuraim den chas sin i mbaol imbhuailte. Ni mheastar go bhfuil tionchar
suntasach ag an méid sin. Tugann fianaise 6 Albain le fios gur docha go ndéanfaidh an rata
seachanta 99% a Usaidtear do shamhaltu riosca imbhuailte an lolair Fhiréin rémheastachan ar
an riosca imbhuailte, agus mar sin is décha go ndéanfaidh na tionchair réamh-mheasta a bhfuil
cur sios orthu thuas romheastachan ar na héifeachtai déchula ar dhaonra an lolair Fhiréin.

Gnéithe eile Eandila Tibhachtacha

D’fhéadfadh sé go mbeadh tionchar suntasach ag an bhfeirm ghaoithe go haitiuil ar an easaitiu
agus/no go geuirfi isteach ar dhaonra an Ghallég Choiteann ghoir. Is décha freisin go mbeidh
tionchar measartha ag an dildithrit agus/né ag cur isteach ar na daonrai péruchain Teal agus
naoscach a bhfuil tdbhacht chontae ag baint leo.

Measadh go raibh na tionchair fhéideartha eile ar Ghnéithe Tabhachtacha Eanula beag, an-
bheag, neamh-inghlactha, né neodrach. Seo a leanas cuid de na priomhchuiseanna leis na
measunuithe sin:

e T4 an bonneagar feirme gaoithe atd beartaithe i bplandail mhér buaircineach, agus ta
baint ag na Cearca Fraoigh conaithe, Feaddga Bui, agus ag Meirlitin le gnathég oscailte
moire.

e Is minic a bhionn Feaddga Bui goir ag timaistird éna limistéir ghoir moorlainne chun
beatha a chur i bhféarthailte nios tairgitla. Nior taifeadadh aon fhianaise, afach, ar
timasitrit na bhFeaddg Bui trasna shuiomh na feirme gaoithe. Léirigh measunu riosca ar
imbhualadh sa chas is measa, fii d4 mba rud é go raibh siad ag taisteal ar fud lathair na
feirme gaoithe, nach mbeadh an riosca imbhuailte suntasach.

e Bhi leibhéal na gniomhaiochta eitilte ag dul ar imirce Ealai Gléracha, gulai timaistrithe
agus spiordga, clamhain agus pocairi gaoithe ag maireachtail ré-iseal chun tionchar
suntasach ar riosca imbhuailte a ghinitint.

Maolu agus Monatdireacht

Aireofar leis an maolt agus leis an bhfaireachan suirbhéanna bliantula lolar Firéan agus plean
bainistiochta gnathoige lolar Firean a chur i bhfeidhm (féach thuas).

Le linn na tréimhse tégala, déanfar suirbhéanna blianttla ar Fheaddga Bui goir agus Merilitin
ghoir freisin. Ma fhaightear suiomhanna nua neadacha Feaddg Bui né Meirliin gar don
infreastruchtur feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe, cuirfear aon obair thégala laistigh de 500 m de na
suiomhanna neadacha ar fionrai go dti go mbeidh an iarracht phéraithe curthai gcrich.
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| measc na monatéireachta iarthdgdla beidh cuardaigh chonablaigh chun monatéireacht a
dhéanamh ar bhasmhaireacht imbhuailte, suirbhéanna ar phointe vantage chun cabhru le
torthai na gcuardach conablach a léirmhinid, agus suirbhéanna périchain éagsula chun tionchair
dilaithrithe a mheasunu ar lolair Firéan, Feadég Bui, Naoscach agus Praslachain goir.

Eifeachtal foriomlina

Is iad na héifeachtai iarmharacha suntasacha atd tuartha nd an tionchar a bhionn ag
suaitheadh/di-aitiu ar an bpobal Praslachain goir a bhfuil tdbhacht aitiuil ag baint leis.

Ba cheart go gcuirfeadh na bearta maolaithe cosc ar thionchair shuaitheadh is cuis le teipeanna
neadaithe ag an bpéire lolar Firéan aitiuil, agus d’'fhéadfadh tionchar glan dearfach a bheith ag
cur chun feidhme Phlean Bainistiochta Ghnathég na nlolar Firéan Eagle ar acmhainni creiche
don phéire sin.

TALAMH, ITHREACHA AGUS GEOLAIOCHT

Rinneadh measunu ar Ithir, Geolaiocht agus Talamh de réir Threoirlinte 2022 an EPA maidir leis
an bhfaisnéis ata le coimedd i dTuarascalacha MeasuUnaithe Tionchair Timpeallachta agus
breithnil déanta ar Mheasunuithe Riosca i gCobhsaiocht Feola a rinneadh don tionscadal até
beartaithe.

Baineadh Uséid as an bhfaisnéis deisce ata ar fail agus as an iliomad fiosrichan geoiteicnitil a
rinneadh ar shuiomh an tionscadail ata beartaithe chun bonn eolais a chur faoi na dalai bonnline
Ithreach, Geolaiochta agus Taluin agus chun measunu a dhéanamh ar thionchar an tionscadail
ata beartaithe.

Is ionduil gurb é atd i dtopagrafaiocht shuiomh na feirme gaoithe na talamh a fana go réidh le
fanai nios géire ata nios gaire do theorainneacha theas an tsuimh. Nil aon fhianaise ann faoi
[athair ar shleamhnain mhoéna ar an suiomh né ar an gceantar maguaird.

T4 suiomh na feirme gaoithe atd beartaithe clidaithe den chuid is mdé i bplandalacha
foraoiseachta buaircineacha a bhainistitear go gniomhach, i bhféarthailte garbha agus i
bportach. Ta gréasan fairsing de bhéithre rochtana ata ann cheana ar fud an laithredin chun na
hoibriochtai foraoiseachta leantinacha a éascu. Déanfar ithreacha a thochailt a athdsaid laistigh
den laithrean ar mhaithe le tirdhreacht agus athshuiomh poll a fhail ar iasacht. Nil aon laithrean
Oidhreachta Geolaiochta na hEireann taobh istigh de theorainn shuiomh an tionscadail ata
beartaithe.

Usaidfear ceithre shuiomh laistigh den suiomh feirme gaoithe at beartaithe mar chlaiseanna
chun carraigeacha a bhaint amach. Bunaithe ar na méideanna riofa, cuirfidh na claiseanna
iasachta ata beartaithe an méid is ga ar fail le haghaidh rianta rochtana agus cruastand.
D’fhéadfadh éagobhsaiocht fhéideartha eascairt as oibreacha tochailte. Ta sé mar aidhm aglorg
beartaithe an bhonneagair pdcai nios doimhne de thaisci ména ar shuiomh na feirme gaoithe a
sheachaint.

Beidh ga le cré-oibreacha le haghaidh gniomhaiochtai chéim thogala an tionscadail bheartaithe
agus bainfear cludach fasra agus tochailt fo-ithreach mianrai da bharr. D4 bhri sin, d’fhéadfadh
sé, da bhri sin, go gcaillfi solaid chrochta in uisci dromchla mar thoradh ar chré-oibreacha agus
tochailti a bheith 4 mbainistit go micheart, mas ga, agus da bhri sin, d'fhéadfadh sé tarld go
gcaillfi solaid ar fionrai in uisci dromchla mar thoradh ar scriosadh ithreach, mas g4, ar rith chun
srutha agus ar chreimeadh 6 stoc-chairn ithreach.
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Ta sé de chumas ag tégéil na forbartha (gan aon mhaolt) tionchar ditltach a imirt ar an ithir agus
ar an ngeolaiocht go priomha mar gheall ar bhainistit agus gluaiseachtai ithreacha agus abhar
cloiche. Ta bearta maolaithe beartaithe chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar na héifeachtai a d'fhéadfadh
a bheith ar ithreacha taltin agus ar gheolaiocht.

Bearta maolaithe

Is iarmhairt dhosheachanta ag an bhforbairt é suaitheadh na hithreach, na fo-ithreach agus na
buncharraige, ach déanfar gach iarracht a chinntit go gcoinnitear méid na n-abhar cré a
thochlaitear chomh hiseal agus is féidir chun teorainn a chur leis an éifeacht ar ghnéithe
geolaiocha an laithredin. Déanfaidh innealtoir geoiteicnilil né geolai innealtdireachta até
cailithe go cui agus a bhfuil taithi chui aige faireachan ar na hoibreachatochailte. Ni dhéanfar na
cré-oibreacha a chur i gcrich le linn drochaimsire.

Léirionn torthai na Meastnuithe Riosca maidir le Cobhsaiocht Feola rangt guaise “iseal” maidir
le héagobhsaiocht a bhaineann leis an gceanglas maidir le tochailti ar an suiomh, faoi réir bearta
maolaithe iomchui.

Beidh stérail ola ag teastail, go priomha san fhostaisiun, cé go mbeidh cianisaid breosla agus ola
ag teastail 6 am go ham. Beidh ceanglais stérala agus laimhsedla breosla agus ola chomh
mionsonraithe céanna le haghaidh tégéla, agus beidh stérail bhuan breosla agus ola suite laistigh
de bhundai buana clidaithe.

Eifeachtal foriomlina

Trid is trid, ni shamhlaitear go mbeidh aon éifeachtai carnacha suntasacha ann maidir le
hithreacha agus geolaiocht le linn na tégala. Ta sé seo mar gheall ar an dearadh éifeachtach
chomh maith leis an mbainistiocht dbhar ar nds Usaid a bhaint as claiseanna ar iasacht ar an
[athair a chinnteoidh leas iomlan a bhaint ar an méid na n-dbhar is ga a allmhairit chuig an
suiomh. Rinneadh measind ar leagan na foraoiseachta agus ar an bhforaoiseacht
athphlandaithe i dtéarmai tionchair charnaigh leis an tionscadal ata beartaithe.

Déanfar gach tionchar féideartha eile ar an ithir agus ar an timpeallacht gheolaioch a mhaolt tri
dhea-chleachtas suimh maidir le gluaiseachtai feithicli, bainistiti sreabhan truaillean, asaid
inbhuanaithe ithreacha etc. Ar an iomlan, ni bheidh na héifeachtai iarmharacha 6 na gnéithe seo
suntasach do-ghlactha, buan agus diultach.

HIDREOLAIOCHT AGUS HIDRIGHEOLAIOCHT

Sineann an laithredn feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe 6 Abhainn Ghaoth Barra a ritheann feadh
theorainn shuiomh na feirme gaoithe thiar i dtreo an cheantair shléibhtitil i dtuaisceart, in
oirthear agus i ndeisceart an tsuimh. T4 an ceantar measartha géar le limistéir mhéadaithe fana
a bhaineann le outcrops carraige granitic.

Ta an Clochar Corr suite go dti soir 6 thuaidh 6 na Gleannta agus t4 an tirdhreach faoi cheannas
Shliabh Chruach Léithin feadh na teorann ata beartaithe don fheirm ghaoithe thiar thuaidh;

An Ghamhraid Mhaol (ar a dtugtar an Clochar Corr Theas freisin) agus Sléibhte na Gamhraide
Coirre agus Cnoc an Deirgigh feadh na teorann atd beartaithe don fheirm ghaoithe thoir theas;
Cnoc Cleengort an Chlaonghoirt feadh theorainn shuiomh na feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe thiar
theas.

Is de ghrddan measartha go géar agus de rata sreafa nios airde iad na huisci sin ar fad, rud a
[éirionn sruthchursai nddurtha aibhneacha atd ag creimeadh/suas talun go tipicidil.
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/B ToBIN

Excellence in Engineering

Eifeachtai a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann

Ta acmhainneacht iascaigh teoranta ag na lochanna ar an lathair agus ag na haibhneacha mar
gheall ar an tairgeadh iseal bitheolaioch, bacainni ar éisc agus easpa gnathéga uisceacha
oiriinacha. T4 roinnt bacainni nadurtha éisc ann ar shruthanna an Chlochair Choirr agus
Chlochar an Chuilinn.

Is éard a bheidh i gceist le togdil na feirme gaoithe fasra agus foraoiseacht a bhaint, fo-ithreach
mianrai agus carraig a thochailt go priomha 6 chlaiseanna iasachta ata beartaithe. D’fhéadfadh
talamh nochta agus suaite an riosca creimthe a mhéadu agus rith chun srutha uisce dromchla
ualaithe ina dhiaidh sin. Is toradh é scaoileadh solaid ar fionrai go priomha ar shuaitheadh
fisiceach na talliin le linn na céime tégala, mura ndéantar é a dhluthu i gceart.

Nil aon taifead ar thuilte pluvial ag an suiomh feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe.
Bearta maolaithe

Déanfar uisce dromchla a eascraionn ag limistéir fhorbartha den laithrean a bhainistit tri chéras
draendla uisce stoirme tiomnaithe arna dhearadh de réir phrionsabail na gCoéras Draendla
Inbhuanaithe (SuDS), a theoranndidh an scardadh 6n laithrean go ratai rith chun srutha glasa.

Le linn chéim na tégala, déanfar na hoibreacha go |éir a bhaineann le tégail na feirme gaoithe de
réir natreorach atai nDoiciméad CIRIA C741 ‘Dea-chleachtas Comhshaoil ar Laithrean’ (CIRIA,
2015).

T4 inidchtai ar bhearta rialaithe silt rithdbhachtach tar éis baisteach fhada né dian agus
diritheoidh cothabhail éifeachtacht uasta na mbeart ata beartaithe. Déanfar clar cigireachta
agus cothabhadla a dhearadh, agus pearsanra togala tiomnaithe a shannfar chun an clar seo a
bhainistit. Forbréfar seicliosta de na bearta rialaithe cigireachta agus cothabhdla, agus
coinneofar taifid.

Eifeachtaiforiomlina

Meastar nach bhfuil na héifeachtai iarmharacha ar chailiocht an uisce, ar an hidreolaiocht, ar an
hidreolaiocht, ar an hidreolaiocht agus ar an gcéras draenala atd ann cheana ag an laithrean
feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe suntasach agus gearrthéarmach den chuid is mé. Leanfaidh an
coéras draendla ar an lathair reatha de bheith gniomhach le linn thégail agus oibrit na feirme
gaoithe beartaithe agus déanfar é achomhlanu leis an bplean draendla ata deartha don fhorbairt
seo. Céis moite d'uasghradd na mbadithre atd ann cheana agus na dtrasnuithe srutha feadh nasc
na greille, is ionduil go mbionn na limistéir feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe ar shidl 6 cheantair ar
an suiomh a cinneadh a bheith iogair 6 thaobh hidreolaiochta de. Mar gheall ar an achar mér siar
6 ghnéithe hidreolaiocha iogaire, ni bheidh tionchar ag tochailti/draenacha orthu na ar aon
oibreacha tégala ginearalta. Nil aon éifeachtai fadtéarmacha suntasacha tuartha.

Go hachomair, nil aon tionchar fadtéarmach suntasach ag an tionscadal beartaithe ar chailiocht
uisce, hidreolaiocht na hidreolaiocht, ar choinnioll go ndéantar na hoibreacha a dhearadh, a
thégail, a chothabhail agus a dhichoimisitint i gcomhréir leis na bearta maolaithe ata leagtha
amach sa chaibidil seo in EIAR.

BLATHANNA CUMHRA: AON CUMHRAIN

Is féidir le tuirbini gaoithe scathanna fada a chaitheamh nuair a bhionn an ghrian iseal sa spéir.
Is éard ata i gceist le ‘scathfhleasc’ éifeacht a tharlaionn nuair a chaitheann lanna rothlacha
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tuirbin gaoithe scath ag gluaiseacht thar fhoirgneamh. T4 an éifeacht taithi taobh istigh nuair a
théann scath ag gluaiseacht thar fhuinneogi maoinin aice ldimhe agus mar thoradh ar athru tapa
no flicker i solas na gréine ag teacht isteach.

Luaitear sna Treoirlinte maidir le Forbairt Fuinnimh Gaoithe 2006 ata ann faoi lathair, “/s féidir
le roghnu, dearadh agus pleandil churamach an tsuimh, agus dea-usaid na mbogearrari dbhartha,
cabhru leis an bhféidearthacht scdileanna a sheachaint ar an gcéad dul sios. Moltar gan
scdileanna in oifigi agus teaghaisi taobh istigh de 500 m a bheith nios faide na 30 uair an chloig
in aghaidh na bliana né 30 néiméad in aghaidh an lae’.

Deir na Treoirlinte freisin go bhfuil, “Achair nios mo na 10 trastomhais rotar o tuirbin, go bhfuil
an poitéinseal le haghaidh caochaile scdileanna an-iseal. | gcds ina bhféadfadh fadhb a bheith i
geeist le scathfhleasc, ba cheart dfhorbroiri riomhanna a sholdthar chun an éifeacht a
chainniochtu agus, i gcds inarb iomchui, bearta a ghlacadh chun an éifeacht a d’fhéadfadh a
bheith ann a chosc no a fheabhsu, amhail tri thuirbin ar leith a mhuchadh ag amanna dirithe”.

Ta an cur chuige samhaltaithe scathfhleasc a chuirtear i lathair sa mheasunu i gcaibidil EIAR
comhsheasmhach leis na treoirlinte seo.

Is é 164 m trastomhas uasta rétair na dtuirbini sa tionscadal beartaithe seo, da bhri sin, ta gach
gabhdoéir iogair laistigh de 1.64 km de na laithreacha tuirbin ata beartaithe (i.e. trastomhais
rétair 10x) san direamh sa tsamhail scathfhleasc. Aithniodh gabhdéiri caochaile scéileanna 103
san iomlan agus cuireadh na suiomhanna maoine leis an tsamhail.

Ta an measunu samhaltaithe a rinneadh bunaithe ar na coinniollacha sa chas is measa, agus
tathar ag tuar 39 ngabhdairi scathfhleascacha go bhfaighidh siad scaileanna laethula os cionn
thairseach WEDGanna 2006 de 30 ndéiméad in aghaidh an lae. T4 sé tuartha go mbeidh 38 no.
gabhdéiri taithi ar chaochail scaileanna nios mé na 30 uair an chloig in aghaidh na bliana sa chas
is measa. Is décha go mbeidh i bhfad nios [4 na na héifeachtai is measa ata tuartha ag tarla agus
miniciocht an scathfhlaic le linn lae agus na bliana, nuair a chuirtear na coinniollacha réalaiocha
thuas san aireamh. Nuair a chuirtear fachtéiri laghdaithe maidir le dochulacht na gréine agus
treo na gaoithe san aireamh sa tsamhail, ta sari amhain (ag maoin neamhaitithe a bhfuil
comhaontt trachtala i bhfeidhm ina leith) ar an teorainn tairsi treoirline reatha de 30 uair an
chloig in aghaidh na bliana.

Maidir le céim oibriochtuil an tionscadail ata beartaithe, is décha go mbeidh tionchar suntasach
agus tréimhsiuil ag lion airithe gabhdairi ar lion sainithe gabhdéiri san fhadtéarma (i.e. gan
cludach néalriomhaireachta, scagthastail nd treo na gaoithe, etc., agus gan aon bhearta
maolaithe a bheith i bhfeidhm) ag lion sainithe gabhddiri agus beidh éifeacht ghairid aige maidir
le fad an tionchair ar bhonn laethdil.

Ar mhaithe le dea-chleachtas a fhorbairt, t4 an tlarrataséir tiomanta d’aon éifeachtai
diobhélacha 6n tionscadal ata beartaithe ar an bpobal ititil a ioslaghdl agus ta sé tiomanta a
chinntid nach mbeidh aon scathchleasai scaile ar bith a aithnitear laistigh de 1.64 km
(trastomhas an rétair) laistigh de 1.64 km de shuiomhanna na dtuirbini gaoithe ata beartaithe.
Ta sé seo faoi réir cumais theicnidla na teicneolaiochta tuirbin ina bhfuil moillit rialaithe agus
sabhdilte ar rothlu lann ag teastail sa chas go bhfuiltear ag tuar go dtarléidh scathfhleasc ar
ghabhdoir.

Cuirfear bearta maolaithe i bhfoirm Scéim Muchadh Tuirbin i bhfeidhm le linn na hoibriochta
chun a chinntit nach dtarléidh scathfhleasc ag na hairionna lena mbaineann. Bundidh an t-
oibreoir feirme gaoithe proiseas inar féidir le conaitheoiri aititla aon imni né aon ghearain faoi
fheidhmil na scéime a chur in iul. Déanfaidh oibreoir na feirme gaoithe gach abhar imni a
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ardaiodh aimscrudu agus déanfar bogearrai muichta na dtuirbini a choigeartta daréir, de réir mar
is ga.

Ma fhaightear amach go bhfuil déthain scagthastala ann (6 fhasra, foirgnimh, etc. nach bhfuil
cuntas orthu sna bogearrai) ag gabhdoir caochaile scaileanna, b’fhéidir nach mbeadh gé le Scéim
Muchadh na dTuirbini don ghabhdéir sin. Nuair a bheidh an tionscadal beartaithe & oibrid,
rachaidh an tlarrataséir i dteagmhail le haon chénaitheoiri d4 ndéantar difear chun imscridu a
dhéanamh ar roghanna le haghaidh bearta scagtha nua né breise (amhail plandu), nuair is cui
agus is féidir leis na cénaitheoiri ata buailte.

Tri bhearta maolaithe a chur i bhfeidhm chun éifeachtai flicker scdileanna a scagadh 6
ghabhdoiriiogaire agus/nd chun bearta rialaithe tuirbini gaoithe a chur i bhfeidhm de réir Scéim
Muchadh Tuirbin sainithe, cinnteofar go gcuirfear deireadh le haon tionchar iarmharach
scaileanna 6n tionscadal ata beartaithe ag aon ghabhdoiri scathchleasa.

SOCMHAINNI ABHARTHA

Sa chaibidil seo laistigh de EIAR déantar measund ar an éifeacht ar chomharthai
teileachumarsdide, ar chomharthai craolachdin, agus ar eitliocht a eascraionn as an tionscadal
ata beartaithe, chomh maith le bonneagar leictreachais agus uisce, agus seirbhisi dramhaiola.

Is é Aerfort Dhian na nGall an t-aerfort suntasach is gaire don togra ata beartaithe, ata suite thart
ar 18 gciliméadar 6 thuaidh den suiomh feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe. Chuathas i gcomhairle le
hoibreoiri teileachumarsaide chun tuiscint a fhail ar leathn( sécmhainni laistigh de réimse an
tionscadail bheartaithe, agus rinneadh athbhreithnit agus athbhreithnia ar an dearadh, de réir
mar ba gh3, chun aon fhéidearthacht tionchar a imirt ar lionrai teileachumarsaide a ioslaghdu.

Cé go bhfuil roinnt linte leictreachais lasnairde laistigh den |athair feirme gaoithe atd beartaithe,
ta féidearthachtai ann do chablai leictreachais faoi thalamh a aimsitear le linn na n-oibreacha at4
beartaithe, go hairithe gar do bhdithre agus tithe poibli n6 clois feirme. Nior aithniodh i staidéar
deisce aon aiseanna dramhaiola, gniomhaiochtai neamhdhleathacha dramhaiola, pointi
monatdéireachta ceimiceacha nd saordidi ceadunaithe de chuid na Gniomhaireachta um
Chaomhnu Comhshaoil tionsclaioch laistigh de gha 10 km de laithrean na feirme gaoithe. Ta na
haiseanna dramhaiola is gaire don suiomh feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe gar do Bhaile Dhin na
nGall agus Leitir Ceanainn.

Eifeachtal foriomlina

D’fhéadfadh céim na tégala dramhail chathrach (oifig an tsuimh, ceaintin), fuiolluisce (saoraid
leasa laithredin) agus dramhail thogala (adhmad, pacaistiti, miotal, etc.) a thairgeadh, a
chaithfear a phraisedil ag saordidi proisedla dramhaiola aitidla. Déanfar dramhail a dheighilt ar
an lathair agus bainfear Usaid as bailitheoir dramhaiola trachtala ceadunaithe chun aon dramhail
a tharlaionn ar an [athair a bhaint chuig diseanna préiseala dramhaiola aitidla i nDun na nGall. Ar
an iomlan, beidh tionchar ditltach gearrthéarmach neamh-inghlactha ar sheirbhisi dramhaiola.

Le hionchorpru ceanglas soilsithe dirithe mar chuid den dearadh agus an t-achar idir laithreacha
beartaithe tuirbin agus naisc teileachumarsaide atd ann cheana, ni bheidh aon tionchar
iarmharach ag an tionscadal ata beartaithe ar shécmhainni teileachumarsaide eitliochta.

Meastar go mbeidh rata an-iseal tairgthe dramhaiola cathrach (oifig chumaisc, ceaintin) agus
fuiolluisce (saoraid leasa an laithreain) ag an gcéim oibriochtuil, rud a chaithfear a phroéiseail ag
saordidi proéisedla dramhaiola aititla, agus a mbeidh tionchar neodrach do-ghlactha
fadtéarmach ar sheirbhisi dramhaiola aititla mar thoradh uirthi.
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Beidh sé d’acmhainn ag an gcéim dichoimisitinaithe cainniochtai dramhaiola a thairgeadh ata
nios mo na céimeanna eile (ag cur san aireamh aistrid tuirbini, crann cruinnithe agus struchtuir
eile), ach ta siad comhdhéanta den chuid is mé de mhiotal agus d’abhair in-athchursailte eile a
thabharfar chuig saordidi speisialaithe le haghaidh mireanna den sért sin a
phroisedil/athchursail. D'fhéadfadh tionchar didltach beag gearrthéarmach a bheith ann ar
sheirbhisi dramhaiola ditiula.

TORANN AGUS CREATHADH

Léiritear sa chaibidil seo in EIAR an measunu ar an tionchar is décha a bheidh ag an tionscadal
ata beartaithe ar thorann timpeallachta agus ar chreathadh.

Is é an treoir dbhartha maidir le torann timpeallachta d’fhorbairti fuinnimh gaoithe na
‘Treoirlinte Forbartha Fuinnimh Gaoithe d’Udarais Phleandla 2006’ (WEDG) le tuilleadh sonrai
maidir leis an modheolaiocht/ ‘Treoir Dea-Chleachtais maidir le Feidhmiu ETSU-R-97 le
haghaidh Measunu agus Ratdil Torainn Tuirbin Gaoithe a d’thoilsigh an Instititid Fuaiméiteach.

Bunaiodh an timpeallacht torainn bhonnline sa cheantar tri thomhais chomhuaineacha gaoithe
ar an laithredn agus monatdireacht torainn ag ocht suiomh thar roinnt seachtaini, chun leibhéil
torainn a ghabhail thar shraith ionadaioch luasanna gaoithe agus treoracha ag gach suiomh.
Tomhaiseadh gnathleibhéil torainn chulra do thréimhsi lae agus oiche ag luasanna éagsula
gaoithe de réir na treorach dea-chleachtais ata sa Treoir maidir le Dea-Chleachtas IOA. Isiad
torann trachta aititil agus foinsi eile talmhaiochta agus antrapaigineacha sa cheantaris mé atai
gceist leis naleibhéil torainn atairéim. Baineadh Usaid as torthai an tsuirbhé torainn chulra chun
critéir iomchui torainn a dhiorthd don fhorbairt i gcomhréir leis an treoir atd sa WEDG.

Agus forbairt den chinedl sin 4 breithnid, ni mér na héifeachtai torainn agus creathaidh a
d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann ar an timpeallacht a mheas ar feadh dha chéim: an chéim thégala
ghearrthéarmach agus an chéim oibriochtuil fhadtéarmach.

Eifeachtaiforiomlina

Measunu ar thorann agus ar chreathadh tégala agus rinneadh é i gcomhréir leis an treoir dea-
chleachtais. Faoi réir dea-chleachtais oibre mar a mholtar i gCaibidil EIAR, niltear ag suil go
mbeidh aon tionchar suntasach ar thorann agus ar chreathadh a bhaineann le céim na tégala
agus tathar ag suil go mbeidh an torann is décha a thiocfaidh 6 ghniomhaiocht tégala ag na
Suiomhanna logracha Torainn (NSLanna) i bhfad faoi bhun na luachanna tairsi tabhachta molta.
Niltear ag suil go mbeidh aon tionchar suntasach ag an tionchar gaolmhar ar thorann tégala agus
ar chreathadh.

Airitear sananailis freisin meastnu ar raon tuirbini a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann, agus iad éagsuil 6
thaobh astaiochtai fuaime de agus 6 thaobh toisi de. Bunaithe ar fhaisnéis mhionsonraithe ar
leagan amach an laithreain, ar astaiochtai torainn tuirbin agus ar shraith toisi mol tuirbin don
tionscadal ata beartaithe, rinneadh dha shraith de leibhéil torainn tuirbin tuartha ag os cionn
500 NSLanna a mheas, rud a léirionn foircinn uachtaracha agus iochtaracha raon an tuirbin.
Agus na bearta maolaithe a shonraitear in EIAR & gcur i bhfeidhm, meastar go mbeidh na leibhéil
torainn tuartha tuirbin a bhaineann leis an tionscadal beartaithe go maith laistigh de chuair na
gcritéar torainn dea-chleachtais a mholtar laistigh den WEDG.

Nil aon éifeachtai creathadh suntasach a bhaineann le hoibriu an laithreain.

Go hachomair, nil tionchar suntasach ar thorann agus ar chreathadh an tionscadail
bheartaitheag smaoineamh ar threoir naisiunta d’fhorbairti feirme gaoithe.
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TIONCHAR TIRDHREACHA AGUS AMHAIRC

Déantar cur sios sa chaibidil seo ar chomhthéacs tirdhreacha an tionscadail bheartaithe agus
déantar measunu inti ar an tirdhreach agus ar an tionchar amhairc is décha a bheidh ag an scéim
ar an timpeallacht ghlactha. Cé go bhfuil dlithnasc eatarthu, déantar measunu ar leithligh ar
thionchair tirdhreacha agus amhairc.

Baineann Measunt Tionchair Tirdhreacha (LIA) le meastiint a dhéanamh ar éifeachtai forbartha
ar an tirdhreach mar acmhainn ina cheart féin agus baineann sé leis an tionchar a bheidh ag an
togra ar na heiliminti atd sa tirdhreach, ar ghnéithe aeistéititlla agus aireachtala an tirdhreacha
agus ar a shaintréith. Baineann Measunu Tionchair Amharcuil (VIA) le measind a dhéanamh ar
na héifeachtai a bhionn ag forbairt ar thuairimi sonracha agus ar an taitheamhacht amhairc
ghinearalta a bhionn ag daoine. Baineann measunu carnach tirdhreacha agus tionchair amhairc
le hathruithe breise ar an tirdhreach né ar an taitneamhacht amhairc de bharr an tionscadail
bheartaithe i gcomhar le forbairti eile.

Ta an tionscadal ata beartaithe suite i dtirdhreach casta ina bhfuil an tir-raon garbh taltn rollta,
gleannta tochrais abhann agus gnéithe sainitla césta. T4 an suiomh feirme gaoithe ata
beartaithe suite ar thanai thiar thuaidh ghleann Abhainn Ghaoth Barra. T4 an suiomh agus
Abhainn Ghaoth Barra suite 6 dheas le droimin leathan rollta ata dirithe ar oirthuaisceart
ginearalta 6 thuaidh le treo an iardheisceart a chuimsionn cruinnithe mullaigh barr cnoic lena n-
airitear Cruach Léithin, an Clochar Corr Theas, an Ghamhraid Chorr agus Cnoc na Deirce Bige.
Ta an suiomh suite siar 6 dheas ag Cnoc Cleangort. Ardaionn an tir-raon 6 thuaidh den abhainn
6 chomhthéacs an ghleann go dti ardchlar leathan ina bhfuil Portach Gannivegil. | measc na
ngnéithe suntasacha tirdhreacha eile laistigh den limistéar staidéir ldrnach ta Gleann Bhaile na
Finne agus Inbhear leathan Ghaoth Barra.

Cé go bhfuil cuid mhér den suiomh féin cloakdilte i gceantair fhairsinge d’fhoraoiseacht
buaircineach trachtala, cuimsionn an tirdhreach maguaird meascan de mhoérthir sléibhe,
limistéir de thalamh feirme, portaigh mhéna leathana agus lonnaiochtai beaga. | measc na
lonnaiochtai is gaire don lathair feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe ta sraidbhaile beag na nDdéchlann
ata suite ar chonair Abhainn Ghaoth Barra roinnt 2.1 km 6 thuaidh den suiomh agus lonnaiocht
scaipthe Leitir Mhic Mhadaidh ata suite 6 thuaidh d’'inbhear Ghaoth Barra agus direach os cionn
c. 850 m 6 thuaidh den suiomh ag an bpointe is gaire di.

Is é bealach tanaisteach naisitiinta an N56 an priomhbhealach iompair i ndail leis an laithrean
feirme gaoithe atd beartaithe, agus téann sé direach faoi bhun c. 1 km go dti iarthuaisceart an
laithredin agus thart ar .3 km siar én tuirbin is gaire agus é ag dul tri shraidbhaile Leitir Mddais.
I measc na bpriomhbhealai is gaire don lathair feirme gaoithe atd beartaithe t4 an R250 agus an
R252. T4 an R250 suite thart ar 1.2 km 6 dheas den suiomh agus nascann sé lonnaiochtai na
nGleanntach agus Bhaile na Finne.

Cuimsionn an limistéar staidéir roinnt bealai taitneamhachta lineacha freisin, lena n-airitear Sli
an Atlantaigh Fhidin, Bealach Césta an Atlantaigh Eurovelo, Sli na Rosann — Sli na Rosann, cuid
de Bhealach Rothaiochta Dhun na nGall agus Bealach Slimharc Naisitinta an Stréic Ghoirm. Ta
cuid bheag de Phairc Naisiinta Ghleann Bheatha suite ar imeall thoir thuaidh an cheantair
staidéir, agus ta go leor lonnaiochtai césta a bhfuil luach laidir turaséireachta acu agus até
lonnaithe sa cheantar staidéir agus sa cheantar maguaird chomh maith. | measc na ngnéithe
suntasacha eile a bhaineann le hoidhreacht sa cheantar staidéir td& Doon Fort, Inis Cabhail,
Pluaiseanna Mhachaire Ratha agus Eas Assaranaca.

Tugtar treoir sna Treoirlinte maidir le Forbairt Fuinnimh Gaoithe (dréacht-athbhreithnii
2006/2019) maidir le critéir deartha agus suite ar fheirmeacha gaoithe le haghaidh roinnt
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cinedlacha éagsula tirdhreacha. Té suiomh an laithredin feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe ag teacht
leis an gcineal tirdhreacha ‘Méalaigh Sh/éibhe’agus leis an tirdhreach ‘Ymeall Idirthréimhseach’
agus, da bhri sin, meastar go bhfuil an treoir do na cinedlacha tirdhreacha seo an-abhartha.

Maidir le Plean Forbartha Contae Dhun na nGall ata i bhfeidhm faoi lathair, ta an togra ata
beartaithe suite go priomha laistigh d’ainmnitichan ‘Nua-Cheangach Séanach’ (MSA), an ceann
is isle de thri ainmnidchan taitneamhachta radhairc laistigh den phlean forbartha contae. Mar
sin féin, cuimsionn roinnt codanna den laithrean ‘Soitneamhacht Ard-Ghaolmhar go hairithe’
(EHSA) agus cuimsionn siad limistéir den suiomh in aice le hAbhann Ghaoth Barra agus na
codanna thoir is airde den laithrean feirme gaoithe atéd beartaithe.

Aithnionn CDP Dhuan na nGall roinnt tuairimi cosanta ar fud Chontae Dhiin nanGall. TAan ceann
is gaire agus is abhartha diobh seo don fheirm ghaoithe atad beartaithe suite ar Dhroichead
Ghaoth Barra 6 dheas 6 Leitir Mdis. Rinneadh measunu ar gach ainmnidchan radhairc eile i
gContae Dhun na nGall agus cuireadh san direamh iad siid a measadh a bheith d4bhartha mar
phointi measunaithe.

Eifeachtai foriomlina — Tirdhreach

Is é an poitéinseal is mé ata ann maidir le tionchair tirdhreacha na an t-athra ar charachtar an
limistéir laithrigh mar gheall ar struchtuir arda a thabhairt isteach ina bhfuil comhphairteanna
gluaisteacha. Cé gur gné choitianta iad tuirbini gaoithe ar fud thirdhreach Dhin na nGall, is gné
sach neamhchoitianta iad sa larcheantar staidéir. D4 bhri sin, cé gurb ionann an fheirm ghaoithe
ata beartaithe agus cinedl nua forbartha laistigh den larlimistéar staidéir, ar scala nios leithne, is
ionann i agus diansaothru ar Usaid taltin seanbhunaithe sa chuid seo de Dhin na nGall. Beidh na
tuirbini beartaithe mar ghné shuntasach agus shainidil sa tirdhreach aitidil. Mar sin féin, i
dtéarmai scala agus feidhme, déantar an fheirm ghaoithe ata beartaithe a chomhshamhlu
laistigh de chomhthéacs an limistéir staidéir larnaigh mar gheall ar scdla leathan na talin, na n-
eiliminti tirdhreacha agus na bpatruiin Usdide talin. Cé go bhfuil tuiscint éigin loganta ar an
nadurachas i gceantar maguaird Abhainn Ghaoth Dobhair, t4 ardan an ardchlair ina bhfuil an
suiomh clébhuailte i bplandalacha foraoise méra buaircineacha trachtala, ta conairi linte
leictreachais lastuas ag baint leis agus ta carachtar suntasach utilitarian aige in ainneoin a dhluis
iseal daonra.

Ar aniomlan, ni mheastar go mbeidh éifeachtai suntasacha tirdhreacha ag an bhfeirm ghaoithe
atd beartaithe.

Eifeachtai foriomlina — Amharc

Rinneadh measunu ar iarmhairti amhairc fhorbairt Fheirm Ghaoithe an Chlochair ar fud 29
dearcadh éagsuil nuair a d’athraigh iogaireacht gach gabhdéra go forleathan 6n Ard-mhean go
dti an Meanleibhéal iseal.

Beidh na tionchair amhairc is suntasai i ndail leis an bhfeirm ghaoithe ata beartaithe le tarld
laistigh den chuid sin de ghleann Abhainn Ghaoth Barra a shineann soir 6 dheas 6 Leitir Mhic
Mhadaidh go dti an lonnaiocht bheag cois abhann i nDoochary. Baineann na tionchair amhaircis
airde a meastinaiodh a bhaineann le ‘modhnu suntasach’ go priomha le tuairimi 6 na boéithre
aitiula is gaire don suiomh, chomh maith le radharcanna trasghleann direacha 6 bhéthar aitiuil
an L1783 6 thuaidh de chonair abhann an Ghaoth Barra.

D’ainneoin scala agus fairsinge naforbartha, ni cosuil go bhfuil na tuirbini ata beartaithe ré-scala

i gcomhthéacs an ghleanna leathan seo a chuimsionn gnéithe tirdhreacha ar mhdérscéla agus
Usaidi taldn. Beidh an tionscadal atd beartaithe ar cheann de na gnéithe is sainitla nuair a
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bhreathnaitear air 6na thimpeall agus nuair a bhreathnéfar air 6 ghabhdaéiri cénaithea ar fhanai
theas an ghleann abhann. Mar sin féin, nuair a bhreathnaitear ar an taobh eile den ghleann
abhann, bionn na tuirbini i lathair ar bhealach soléite laistigh d’fhoraociseacht leathan
buaircineach trachtala agus ni mheastar gur breisitl dosharaithe iad. Go deimhin, aitionn siad
ardan plata foraoise leathan a tharlaionn leath bealaigh idir an chonair abhann nios iogaire agus
iomaire spéirline.

Maidir le hainmniuchain radhairc, is minic a bhionn na tuirbini suite sa treo eile i gcomparaid leis
na tuairimi cosanta a aithniodh i gClar Forbartha Pobail Dhian na nGall ata ann faoi lathair, agus
ta go leor acu dirithe ar na codanna costa den limistéar staidéir. Is é an t-aon amharc radhairc
ata dirithe ar an suiomh laistigh den limistéar staidéir [arnach na dearcadh radhairc Dhroichead
Ghaoth Barra. Cé go mbeidh na tuirbini atd beartaithe le feicedil go soiléir 6 ghné an
oirthuaisceart den radharc radhairc seo, ni bheidh tionchar ag an togra ata beartaithe ar an
dearcadh ar an taobh thiar/siar theas agus meastar gurb é seo an ghné nios radhairc den
dearcadh radhairc seo.

Ta an t-imfhdld amhairc gineardlta ar an suiomh aibhsithe ag an léarscdil Crios na
Infheictheachta Teoiricitla (ZTV) don tionscadal ata beartaithe, a Iéirionn nach dtabharfaidh
nios moé na leath den limistéar staidéir aon infheictheacht tuirbin ar chor ar bith. Ta sé scoite
freisin 6 cheantair chdsta Dhin na nGall, a bhfuil clt agus cail orthu as a gcuid taitneamhachta
radhairc. Cuireann an méid imfhalaithe seo laistigh de Ghleann Ghaoth Barra le héifeacht
charnach theoranta an tionscadail bheartaithe ata suite nios mé na 5 km én bhfeirm ghaoithe
eile is gaire. D4 bhri sin, meastar gur ‘Iseal’ an méid a chuireann an tionscadal ata beartaithe le
héifeachtai carnacha.

CAILIOCHT AN AEIR AGUS AN AERAID

Déantar measunu sa chaibidil seo ar an tionchar ar chailiocht an aeir agus ar an aerdid don
réigiun a bhaineann leis an tionscadal ata beartaithe.

Aerdid

Os rud é go n-aithnitear go forleathan go bhfuil leibhéil atmaisféir CO2 ar cheann de
phriomhchuiseanna an athraithe aerdide, ta an measinu tionchair thios bunaithe ar na tionchair
a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ag an tionscadal at4 beartaithe i ndail le hathruithe ar astaiochtai CO».

Ta an carbon a astaitear né a sabhaladh mar thoradh ar an tionscadal atd beartaithe an-
suntasach chun a thionchar ar an aeraid a mheas. Cuirtear san aireamh sa riomh carbdin an
carbén a scaoiltear 6 roinnt foinsi le linn na gcéimeanna tégala, oibriochtila agus
dichoimisiindchain chomh maith le meastachan a dhéanamh ar choigilteas carbéin thar shaolré
na feirme gaoithe, i gcomparadid leis na modhanna breosla iontaise giniuna leictreachais atd ann
faoi lathair lena gcumhachtaitear an eangach. Baineann na measUnuithe sa chatagoir coigiltis
carbdin le cumas ginitna na feirme gaoithe thar na blianta da bhfuil si ag feidhmiq, le leagan
foraoiseachta, le hoibreacha feabhstichain ar an suiomh (i.e. feabhas a chur ar thalamh portaigh,
gnathdg a chruthd, etc) agus le hathchdirid an laithredin (i.e. bonneagar a bhaint agus
coinniollacha roimhe seo a athchairit) nuair a dhichoimisitinéfar an fheirm ghaoithe.

Cdiliocht an Aeir
Is{an Ghm’omhaireacht um Chaomhnt Comhshaoil (EPA) an t-idaras innilil ata freagrach as
reachtaiocht uile na hEireann agus an AE maidir le cdiliocht an aeir chomhthimpeallaigh a churi

bhfeidhm. Is iad na priomhthruailledin aeir a ndéanann an EPA monatdéireacht orthu na 6zén,
aonocsaid charbdin, dé-ocsaid nitrigine agus ocsaidi, dé-ocsaid sulfair, &bhar caithnineach (PM1o
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agus PM2;5), beinséin, luaidhe, Hidreacarbdin Poly Aramatacha (PAH), Arsanaic, Nicil, Cadmiam
agus Mearcairé. Cé is moite d'6zon, eascraionn na truailleain sin go |éir as breoslai iontaise a dho,
6 iompar, téamh baile, staisitin ghinitna leictreachais né é6n tionscal. Cruthaitear leibhéil arda
6z6in 6 imoibrid dha phriomhthruaillean, ocsaidi nitrigine (NOy) agus comhdhtile organacha so-
ghalaithe (VOCanna), i lathair solas na gréine.

Ta suiomh beartaithe Fheirm Gaoithe an Chlochair Choirr suite laistigh d’Innéacs ‘Rural West’
de chuid an EPA maidir le Cailiocht an Aeir don Réigiuin Sldinte. Léirionn an tuairisciu is déanai a
rinne an EPA go bhfuil cailiocht reatha an aeir sa réigitn seo aicmithe go maith (de réir thaifid
EPA afuarthas ar 17/08/22).

Cé nach bhfuil aon sonrai ar fail a bhaineann le cailiocht an aeir i ngarchomharsanacht an
limistéir staidéir, tathar ag suil gur féidir le laithredin ata aicmithe mar Chrios D (timpeallacht
tuaithe) ionadaiocht a dhéanamh ar chailiocht an aeir ar shuiomh beartaithe Fheirme Gaoithe
an Chlochair Choirr toisc gurb iad na sonrai a chuirtear i lathair na sonrai is déanai atd ar fail agus
go solathraionn siad tagairt do chailiocht an aeir i suiomh tuaithe ata gar don laithrean.

Eifeachtaiforiomlina
Aerdid

Beidh tionchar didltach gearrthéarmach do-ghlactha ag na hoibreacha tégéla beartaithe ar an
aeraid mar gheall ar astaiochtai gas ceaptha teasa 6 thracht toégala. Beidh tionchar dearfach
measartha, fadtéarmach, dearfach ar an aeraid ag na hastaiochtai a sheachnaitear mar thoradh
ar oibrid na feirme gaoithe.

Nuair a chuirtear an t-athphlanda foraoiseachta (agus an comhardu carbdin a bhaineann leis)
san direamh, le linn shaolré 35 bliana na feirme gaoithe, meastar go ndéanfar idir 3,420,585 agus
4,925,655 tona a fhrithaireamh i dtairgeadh leictreachais (ag brath ar cibé acu an bhfuil an MW
iosta nd uasta suitedilte laistigh den raon). Beidh tionchar dearfach fadtéarmach ag an
tionscadal ar an aerdid agus ar chailiocht an aeir, agus laghddéfar astaiochtai gas ceaptha teasa
trid an teicneolaiocht fuinnimh in-athnuaite is It costas a Usaid.

Cdiliocht an Aeir

Tathar ag suil go mbeidh tionchar an-loganaithe, beag, gearrthéarmach, ditltach ar chéiliocht an
aeir ag ginidint deannaigh agus astaiochtai sceite le linn chéim na tégala, tar éis na bearta
maolaithe a leagtar amach thuas agus i CEMP a chur i bhfeidhm.

| gcomhthéacs saolré oibriochtuil 35 bliana, seachnéfar astaiochtai roinnt truailledn a
bhaineann le breoslai iontaise a dho, lena n-airitear ocsaidi nitritila (NOy), ocsaidi sulfaracha
(SOx), dbhar caithnineach (PM) agus truailleain thanaisteacha, amhail 6zén, ag saoraidi tairgthe
fuinnimh in diteanna eile sa tir tri fhuinneamh in-athnuaite a ghinitint. D4 bhri sin, is é an toradh
a bhionn ar na hastaiochtai a seachnaiodh, go bhféadfadh tionchar beag fadtéarmach dearfach
a bheith acu ar chailiocht an aeir ag na suiomhanna sin.

OIDHREACHT CHULTURTHA

| gcaibidil EIAR maidir le hoidhreacht chultirtha, sainaithnitear laithreain seandalaiochta agus
ailtireachta a taifeadadh roimhe seo laistigh agus gar do shuiomh na feirme gaoithe, ar feadh

6 http://www.epa.ie/air/quality/monitor/
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bhealach beartaithe an chabla ceangail greille agus ag laithreacha oibreacha bealaigh seachadta
tuirbin agus na hoibreacha gaolmhara go léir. Déantar an t-eolas culra barr feabhais sin a mheas
i ndail leis an dearadh tionscadail ata beartaithe agus bhi si mar bhonn eolais le modheolaiocht
agus spriocanna na suirbhéanna taliin ar an bhfeirm ghaoithe agus na hoibreacha gaolmhara a
rinneadh i mi Aibredin 2021 agus i mi Dheireadh Fémhair 2022. Tugtar aghaidh sa chaibidil seo
ar an Oidhreacht Chultdrtha faoi dha cheannteideal: Seandalaiocht agus oidhreacht
ailtireachta/tégtha.

T4 an mheastdireacht ar na tionchair ar an acmhainn seandalaiochta, ailtireachta agus
oidhreachta culturtha bunaithe ar staidéar deisce ar fhoinsi doiciméadacha agus cartagrafacha
foilsithe agus neamhfhoilsithe, agus suirbhé allamuigh ina dhiaidh sin. | bhfianaise na cosanta
reachtai a thugtar don acmhainn oidhreachta culttrtha, déantar meastdireacht sa tuarascail seo
ar thabhacht seanddlaiochta, ailtireachta, cultdrtha agus stairidil an limistéir abhair agus
déantar scradu inti ar an tionchar a d'fhéadfadh a bheith ag an tionscadal atd beartaithe ar
shéadchomharthai seanddlaiochta aititla agus ar laithredin oidhreachta cultdrtha araon.
Cuirtear san direamh i dtorthai an staidéir an tionchar direach agus indireach a d’'fhéadfadh a
bheith ag an tionscadal ata beartaithe ar an oidhreacht chultartha.

Is é concluid na caibidle go bhfuil acmhainneacht iseal ann do sheandalaiocht nar taifeadadh
roimhe seo a bheith i limistéir foraoise curtha ina raibh suaitheadh talin roimhe seo 6 shreap
meicnitil, plandail, agus fémhar, chomh maith le rianta a bunaiodh roimhe sin. Tugadh faoi deara
go raibh suaitheadh sa bhreis-ithir agus san fho-ithir roimhe sin ar fhoraois a cuireadh agus a
lomanaiodh thar go leor den fheirm ghaoithe a bhi beartaithe.

Ni bheidh tionchar direach ag na hoibreacha atd beartaithe ar aon séadchomharthai
seandalaiochta taifeadta. T4 séadchomhartha seandalaiochta taifeadta amhain laistigh den
limistéar staidéir — struchtir meigiliteach (DG058-005), atd suite in iarthuaisceart an
cheantair; ta ceithre shéadchomhartha eile a taifeadadh laistigh de 3 km — dha thoibreacha
naofa, cloch bulaiocht agus dumha. Ta titichain shuntasacha de laithredin seandélaiochta ar
Bhealach Seachadta na dTuirbini, go hairithe in Inbhir, Frosses agus Dun Cionnaile. Ni bheidh
tionchar direach ar na suiomhanna seo.

Cé nach bhfuil ach aon laithrean seandalaiochta amhain taifeadta laistigh den limistéar staidéir,
td seans ann go mbeidh suiomhanna nar taifeadadh cheana i lathair. Is beag imscrudu
seandalaiochta a rinneadh ar an réimse seo: cé is moite de shuirbhéanna ar shéadchomharthai
aitheanta, nior tuairisciodh aon obair phdirce seandalaiochta sa limistéar staidéir na sa
gharthimpeallacht. Measadh go raibh an fhéidearthacht tionchar direach a imirt ar abhar
seandalaiochta nar taifeadadh roimhe seo ag an suiomh seo chomh hiseal.

Ni bheidh tionchar direach ag an tionscadal ata beartaithe ar aon ghnéithe ailtireachta ata ag
teacht chun cinn. Is beag suiomh taifeadta a bhfuil tabhacht ailtireachta ag baint leo sa
chomharsanacht. Nil aon laithrean oidhreachta ailtireachta liostaithe sa cheantar abhair na sa
gharthimpeallacht. T4 tidchain shuntasacha de laithreain ailtireachta ar Bhealach Seachadta na
dTuirbini go hairithe in Inbhir, Frosses agus Dun Cionnaile. Ni bheidh tionchar direach ar na
suiomhanna seo.

Direach 6 thuaidh de shraidbhaile Frosses i mbaile fearainn Meenacahan, déanfar modhnuithe
ar thaobh an bhéthair i ngarchomharsanacht droichead ainmnithe (Droichead San Alberts) ata
taifeadta ar Fhardal Naisiinta na hOidhreachta Ailtireachta (NIAH uimhir 40909326). Nios
faide 6 thuaidh i mbaile fearainn Tullynaglaggan ta droichead il-chuardach taifeadta ar an NIAH
(NIAH uimhir 40909325). Déanfar oibreacha modhnaithe béthair direach 6 dheas den
droichead seo. Ni bheidh aon tionchar direach ar an da dhroichead seo.
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Nil aon tionchar tuartha ar ghnéithe de thabhacht oidhreachta ailtireachta nar taifeadadh
roimhe seo. Laistigh den limistéar staidéir td lion beag gnéithe stairitla aitheanta 6
|éarscaileanna stairidla lena n-diritear tithe conaithe agus foirgnimh bheaga feirme. Ni bheidh
aon tionchar direach ar na gnéithe sin.

Sa timpeallacht nios leithne, ta 74 séadchomhartha taifeadta eile laistigh de 10 km den limistéar
staidéir. Airitear ar na laithreain seo tuamai meigiliteacha, iarsmai lonnaiochta na meanaoise ar
nos rathai agus souterrains agus laithredin deasghnatha meanaoiseacha ar nés toibreacha naofa
agus clocha bulaiochta. Nil aon Séadchomharthai Naisitinta laistigh de 10 km den cheantar — is
€ an coimpléasc eaglasta meanaoiseach in Inis Caoil (NM658, DG064-003) an coimpléasc
eaglasta mednaoiseach. Beidh drochthionchar beag ar shuiomh na suiomhanna seo. Ni bheidh
tionchar ag na hoibreacha Bealach Seachadta Tuirbini ar shuiomh seandalaiochta taifeadta ar
bith.

Laistigh de 3km den limistéar staidéir ta ceithre struchtir ar Thaifead na Struchtdr faoi
Chosaint ag Comhairle Contae Dhin na nGall: Droichead Doocharry (RPS 40905802), Séipéal
Naomh Bride i Leitirmacaward (RPS 40906501), Séipéal Pardiste Leitirmacaward (RPS
40906502) agus Teach Gléibe (RPS 40906503). Ni thrasnaionn an limistéar staidéir aon
Limistéir Chaomhantais Ailtireachta né diméin na gairdini stairitla. Beidh drochthionchar beag
ar na suiomhanna seo.

Moltar monatodireacht seandalaiochta agus ldithreacht sainchomhairleora oidhreachta
cultdrtha ata cailithe go cui le linn gnéithe tégala mar mhaolu ar na héifeachtai a thuairiscitear
thuas

TRACHT AGUS IOMPAR

Déantar measunu sa chaibidil seo ar an tionchar a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ag an tionscadal ata
beartaithe ar an ngréasan boéithre maguaird agus ar a acmhainn. De ghnath, is tri bhéithre
naisitnta (e.g., N59) a bhionn rochtain réigitinach ar limistéar an tsuimh agus ta rochtain aitiuil
ar an suiomh beartaithe 6 na bdithre ditiula seo a leanas, R262, R250 agus L6483.

Maidir le céimeanna éagsula an tionscadail (togail, oibriti agus dichoimisiunu), is tri bhealai
éagsula a bheidh rochtain ar an suiomh chun an tionchar ar an timpeallacht ata ann cheana a
laghdu. Tiocfaidh an tracht toégéla go léir chuig laithrean na feirme gaoithe trid an R250, agus is
€ an N59 an Usaid is forleithne a bhainfear as an ngréasan baéithre naisiinta. Déanfar formhoér
na n-abhar a sheachadtar chuig an lathair a sheachadadh tri Gsdid a bhaint as leoraithe ar fhad
uasta né as feithicli beaga. Is trid an L6483 a bheidh an rochtain oibriochtuil. Tabharfar
comhairle do bhainistit trachta na céime dichoimisitnaithe de réir na gcoinniollacha bothair
trath an dichoimisitnaithe.

Tugadh faoi initchadh Céim 1 um Shabhailteacht ar Bhéithre (RSA) ar an 3 uimhir rochtana ar
an L6483, agus ta na moltai a eascraionn as sin ionchorpraithe i ndearadh na scéime.

Is € an ghniomhaiocht togala leis an tionchar is mé ar na méideanna trachta na an fhonduireacht
tuirbin a dhoirteadh agus is € an dara ceann is mé na an t-abhar a tharraingt chuig an laithrean
le haghaidh tégail rian rochtana inmheanach. Aithniodh roinnt bealai dola bunaithe ar
ghaireacht don Iathair agus ar bhonneagar oiritinach béthair. Ar na bearta maolaithe maidir leis
an mbealach dola ta rogha bealaigh inmharthana a bhfuil an tionchar is lG aige ar an ngréasan
boithre, gabhddiri iogaire agus suiomh uirbeach a sheachaint nuair is féidir, agus tracht ar an
ngréasan béithre naisitinta a mhaold, rinneadh imscriadu ar roinnt bealai féideartha mar fhoinsi
féideartha abhair le seachadadh.
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Rinneadh an Bealach Seachadta Tuirbini (TDR) a imscridd agus a mheasunu, agus aithniodh
codanna ar feadh an bhealaigh le haghaidh oibreacha forbartha chun seachadadh
comhphairteanna an tuirbin a éascu.

Is décha go mbeidh tionchar ditltach sealadach/gearrthéarmach ag an tionchar a d’fhéadfadh a
bheith ag an tracht tégala feirme gaoithe atd beartaithe ar an mbéthar ata ann cheana. Is é an
tionchar is mé a bhfuiltear ag suil leis ar an L6483, arb é is clis leis na sreafai trachta an-iseal at
ann cheana agus ant-abhar isisle d’Fheithicil Earrai Troma. Beidh an tracht go léir ar an ldithrean
feirme gaoithe ata beartaithe le linn tégdla ag taisteal ar an mbéthar seo, 6n oirthear né én
iarthar. Sna buaicchasanna (i.e. doirteanna coincréite d’fhonduireachtai tuirbin), tiocfaidh
méadlu suntasach ar na sreafai trachta, agus is docha go mbeidh drochéifeacht ghearr
shuntasach ann. Cuirfear Plean Bainistiochta Trachta i bhfeidhm chun tionchair ar an ngréasan
boithre le linn na tégala a bhainistid.

Cuimsionn an nasc greille don abla faoi thalamh idir an fostaisiin beartaithe agus an line
lasnairde atd ann cheana, agus ta gach ceann acu laistigh de shuiomh an laithreain feirme gaoithe
ata beartaithe, agus nil aon Usdid beagnach 4 baint as béithre poibli seachas suiomh amhain ina
dtrasnaionn sé go hingearach an L6483.

Mar thoradh ar chéim oibriochtuil an tionscadail ata beartaithe beidh méid iseal trachta ann
d’oibreacha oibritichain agus cothabhala ag an bhfeirm ghaoithe. Buntaiste a bhaineann leis an
bhfeirm ghaoithe nuair a thogtar é na a hisaid mar thaitneamhacht aineasa (le haghaidh siil).
Léirionn faisnéis trachta 6 shuiomhanna den chineal céanna go mbeidh méadu ar ghluaiseachtai
11 mar thoradh ar an taithneamhacht aineasa don fhorbairt in aghaidh an lae. Mar gheall ar an
méid iseal trachta, nior cuireadh aon bhearta maolaithe i bhfeidhm ar na tionchair ag an gcéim
oibriochtuil. Araniomlan, is décha go mbeidh tionchar ditltach fadtéarmach beag ag an tionchar
trachta céime oibritchain ar an ngréasan béithre ata congarach don fheirm ghaoithe.

Nuair a bheidh an tionscadal beartaithe dichoimisitnaithe, déanfar plean dichoimisitinichain a
ullmhd agus a chur chun feidhme chun na héifeachtai iarmharacha a ioslaghdu le linn na céime
seo. Bainfidh an chéim dichoimisitnaithe Usaid as bearta maolaithe ata cosuil leis an gcéim
thégdla. Nuair a dhéantar na lanna tuirbin a dhichoimisiunu, gearrtar iad go dti méid nios
soldimhsithe a laghdaionn an tionchar foriomlan le linn iad a aistrit 6n suiomh. Os rud é go
mbeidh na méideanna trachta a bhfuiltear ag suil leo bainteach go priomha le hiompar
comhphairteanna agus abhar tuirbin lasmuigh den |athair amhain, meastar go bhfuil an éifeacht
iarmharach beag agus sealadach.

IDIRGHNIOMHAIOCHTAI AN MEID SIN ROIMHE SEO

Ta na héifeachtai a d'fhéadfadh a bheith ag an tionscadal ata beartaithe agus na bearta ata
beartaithe chun na héifeachtai sin a mhaolu leagtha amach in EIAR. Mar sin féin, in aon fhorbairt
a d’'fhéadfadh tionchar a imirt ar an gcomhshaol, ta an fhéidearthacht ann freisin idirghniomhu
idir éifeachtai na ngnéithe éagsula comhshaoil.

D’fhéadfadh toradh na n-idirghniomhaiochtai seo méid na héifeachta a dhéanamh nios measa
no d’'fhéadfadh sé é a fheabhsu. Mar chuid de riachtanais EIAR, ni mér aghaidh a thabhairt ar
idirghniomhu na n-éifeachtai ar an timpeallacht maguaird.

Tugtar cuntas sa tabla thios ar na gnéithe éagsula comhshaoil a d’fhéadfadh idirghniomht mar
thoradh ar an tionscadal ata beartaithe. Sainaithniodh idirghniomhaiochtai go soiléir sna
luathchéimeanna den tionscadal agus nuair a d’fhéadfadh sé go mbeadh idirghniomhu ann idir
tionchair chomhshaoil, chuir speisialtéiri EIAR na hidirghniomhaiochtai san aireamh agus
measind & dhéanamh acu. Rinneadh idirghniomhaiochtai féideartha (idir dhearfach agus
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dhidltach) a mheas maidir le céimeanna tégala, oibriochta agus dichoimisitinaithe gach ceann de
na gnéithe comhshaoil éagsula.

Ta baint ag na tosca comhshaoil go Iéir le chéile go pointe airithe. Mar sin féin, is iad na
hidirghniomhaiochtai is coitianta idir daoine agus dearcadh amhairc, torann, cailiocht an aeir
agus acmhainni éiceolaiocha. Tar éis staidéar a dhéanamh ar idirghniomhaiocht na dtionchar a
d'fhéadfadh a bheith ann le linn na gcéimeanna tégala, oibriochtula agus dichoimisitnaithe,
cinneadh nach bhfuiltear ag stil le haon éifeacht aimplitchain. Beidh roinnt tionchar dearfach
ag an tionscadal atd beartaithe ar leibhéal idirndisitiinta, naisilnta, réigitinach agus aitiuil. Ta sé
tdbhachtach a thabhairt faoi deara go bhfuil na tionchair fhisiceacha, chomhshaoil agus
tirdhreacha agus amhairc iniompaithe go hiomlan beagnach ar dhichoimisitini na forbartha.
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